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Lady Knights say good-bye to 
captain Crystal Burgess 
Norther Essex 
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Paul Nartiff, Crystal Burgess and Juan Astacio, with Athletic director Sue 
MacAvoy, were honored during the annual senior night on Feb. 9. 


Graduating Knights honored 


Natriff, Astacio and 
Burgess were recog- 
nized before tip off 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sporis Editor 


February 9 marked the recogni- 
tion of an era at Northern Essex. 
Paul Nartiff, Juan Astacio and 
Crystal Burgess, the three graduat- 
ing members of the men and 
women's basketball programs were 
honored before the double header 
against Dean for their dedication 
and sacrifice over the last two years 
during the annual senior night cele- 
bration. 

Senior night is designed to rec- 
ognize the graduating athletes of 
any given college sport, traditional 
held during the final home game. 
With Northern Essex being a two- 
year school, senior night is held for 
the graduating sophomores, but 
holds the same meaning. 

It is a time to thank the gradua- 
tion class for the time and effort 
that they have put into the sports 
program, and is typically a very 
emotional night. 

All three players are in their 
second full seasons as productive 
members of the basketball program 


and have led their teams on and off 
the court. Burgess and Nartiff hold 
the title of captain for their respec- 
tive teams. 

The senior night festivities 
included individual recognition at 
center court and a presentation of a 
gift from their respective team- 
mates. 

The first honor went to 
Burgess. Ten minutes before tip- 
off of the women's game, Burgess 
met at center court with her par- 
ents, Brian and Kristina Burgess. 
Nartiff and Astacio presented her 
with a yellow and blue basketball 
that was signed by her teammates, 
while public address. announcer 
Nick Benedetto read a message of 
gratitude, highlighting some of 
Burgess' accomplishes both on and 
off the court at Northern Essex. 

Burgess, a criminal just major, 
maintained a 3.33 GPA while a 
member of the basketball team. 
She has been selected as first team 
All New England and All American 
Honorable mention. Burgess also 
holds the women's single game 
scoring record when she netted 50 
points on Dec. 6 of last year. 

A similar series of events tran- 
spired before the men's game as 
Nartiff and Astacio met with athlet- 
ic director Sue MacAvoy at center 
court and Burgess presented them 
each with a similar basketball 


signed by their teammates, as a 
similar message of recognition was 
read about each of them. 

Astacio, a criminal justice 
major, has shown tremendous 
progress on the court in his two 
years. He is one of the few players 
who did not play basketball coming 
out of high school, but has been 
able to translate his athletic ability 
into a productive basketball player 
for the knights. 

Nartiff, a business transfer, has 
maintained a remarkable 3.95 GPA 
and was a Distinguished Academic 
All-American last year. On the 
court Nartiff, one of the team cap- 
tains, has been a solid player. 
Currently he ranks 29th in the 
country in division III in scoring, 
averaging just over 18 points per 
game. 

Unfortunately neither game 
provided an appropriate end to the 
night. The women fell 77-39 and 
the men squandered a three-point 
lead at half time and lost 87-72. 

For Burgess, senior night is the 
last time she will ever step on the 
Northern Essex court as a player, as 
the women's season ended when 
time ran out. For the men however, 
they still have a few games on the 
schedule, as well as playdown and 
tournament play. 


College hunts for 


new Vice President 


President hopes to 
have new VP by end 


of Spring semester 


By Dustin LUCA 
Editor 


The search is on for a new Vice 
President of Academic Affairs at 
Northern Essex. 

In a General Staff Meeting 
scheduled on Feb. 13, 2006, 
President David Hartleb shed light 
on the process that will be used to 
find a replacement for the soon-to- 
be retiring Paul Bevilacqua, current 
vice president of Academic Affairs 
and employee of the college for 37 
years. The plans to find a new Vice 
President came after Bevilacqua 
announced on Feb. 2 his plans to 
retire as soon as a new Vice 
President is appointed in his place. 

“We're going to do this fairly 
quickly, but it's going to be a very 
challenging task,” said Hartleb in 
the staff meeting that was attended 
by at least 100 professors and staff 
members of the college in both the 


Technology Center on the Haverhill 
campus and room L240 on the 
Franklin St. campus in Lawrence. 
“The job is a very difficult position 
to fulfill. It has to be someone who 
understands and represents the 
President, as well as represents the 
faculty.” 

The process to appoint the new 
Vice President, Hartleb continued 
to say, will probably take the better 
part of the Spring semester, and 
will include first pooling a group of 
possible candidates, having key 
professors and faculty at the col- 
lege personally meet and talk with 
the candidates and then give feed- 
back to a research committee at the 
college that will be responsible for, 
in the end, choosing the final candi- 
date for the job. 

The pooling of candidates qual- 
ified to handle the job will be taken 
care of by Pauly Group Inc., a con- 
sulting firm out of Springfield, IL. 
According to Hartleb, the firm spe- 
cializes in finding and helping 
nominate Vice Presidents at com- 
munity colleges across the nation. 


See Nomination page 8 


Details behind arrest of 
Andrews are released 


Allegedly drunk VP 
pulled over for a 
speeding violation 


By JESSICA DEMARCO 
News Editor 


Mark Andrews, vice president of 
Administration, was pulled over and 
arrested on Sunday, Jan. 22 by Officer 
Steven Reed of the Amesbury Police 
Department. 

According to the police report, 
Reed was running radar on Main St 
when he observed Andrews’ vehicle 
traveling between 58-60 miles per 
hour in a 30 mile per hour zone. 

In the report, Reed states that he 
detected “a strong odor of an alcoholic 
beverage” from the vehicle as 
Andrews spoke. Andrews was unable 
to find his license or registration at 
first and then was able to find an 
expired license in his glove compart- 
ment, according to the report. 

When Andrews stepped out of the 
vehicle, Reed reported he was able to 
verify that the odor was coming direct- 
ly from Andrews’ breath as he spoke. 


When asked by Officer Reed if he 
had been drinking, Andrews respond- 
ed by stating that “he had watched the 
game at his brothers and had a couple 
beers, then took a nap,” the report 
stated. 

Andrews was reported to be 
unsteady during the field sobriety 
tests, using his arms for balance and 
swaying from side to side, according 
to the report. 

Andrews was then advised that he 
was under arrest for operating under 
the influence, and then taken to the 
Amesbury Police Department. The 
vehicle Andrews was driving was then 
towed. 

According to the Trial Court of 
Massachusetts, if Andrews is found 
guilty of his OUI charge he could face 
up to two years of imprisonment and a 
fine not less than $500 or more than 
$5,000. 

For his speeding offense Andrews 
could face up to a fine of $50 plus $10 
for every m.p.h. in excess of 10 m.p.h. 
over the speed limit. 

Andrews was arraigned on Feb. 
14 in the Newburyport District Court 
for his two offenses, one being the 
OUI charge, and the second being for 


speeding. 
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Wire taps are illegal, 


ote 


| EDITORIAL == 

In other news, key figures and 
individuals within the United States 
government are acting as if the consti- 
tution doesn’t even exist, and are doing 
as they please in the name of our con- 
tinued freedom and safety. More at 11. 

The things that are going on in our 
world today are no excuse for the 
revoking of our privacy and freedoms. 
A key example of this is the illegal 
wiretaps and the reading of emails sent 
to and from private citizens in the 
United States, and how after they have 
been referred to as both illegal and 
unconstitution, not only does it contin- 
ue to happen, but the people doing it 
are also defending it. 

It’s like we’re going to get attacked 
again if we don’t hand our freedoms 
and our privacy over to them. That is 
the message they try to portray when 
something goes wrong somewhere. 

Ever since the dawning of the 
Patriot Act, we have seen many exam- 


ples of how the current Administration 
is doing illegal things, and usually get- 
ting away with doing these things, in 
the name of our continued safety from 
terrorists. Another example of this is 
the hardly talked about Valerie Plame 
leak case, where individuals within the 
White House leaked the identity of a 
CIA operative. 

According to our constitution, this 
is not only illegal, but also treasonous. 
When news of it first broke, Bush and 
his staff seemed outraged, claiming 
that whoever was responsible for the 
leak would be punished accordingly. 
But now that two men in the Bush 
White House have been brought to 
court on the matter after their alleged 
role in the leak was revealed to the 
public, not only has talk of the matter 
in the White House dissipated, public’s 
interest in it has dissolved as well. 

If something isn’t done about these 
affairs and the ones that may follow, 
then we might as well name our current 
president King George the First. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer s 
observer 


missions via email: 
necc.mass.equ 


“Include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press Association, 


“and the New England Press Association. 


How would you feel if standardized 
testing was utilized in college? 


Melinda Cronin, General Studies 
“I hated MCAS. If there weren’t lim- 
itations associated with the test, | 
guess it'd be fine, but the state should 
not have control over whether you 
graduate or not, especially in col- 
lege.” 


Nick Driver, General Studies 

“IT wouldn’t like that too much. We 
took them in high school to show we 
could go to college. Standardized 
tests are basically a way of saying 
we're incompetent.” 


Jackie Williamson, Liberal Arts 

“Tt wouldn’t bother me. We had to do 
it in high school. It shows people that 
we're getting a good education.” 


Photos/Interviews by Stacie Peters 


Gina Schumann, Liberal Arts 

“I don’t mind. It shows what you’re 
learning and that you’re qualified to 
enter the working field.” 


William Johnson, Graphic Design 
“That would be pretty silly. I didn’t 
like it in high school, why would I 
like it now? I don’t think it would 
work.” 


Kristine Dancause, Liberal Arts 
“That would suck. Some people 
don’t test well. A test can’t account 
for your entire college career, and it 
shouldn’t determine whether you 
graduate or not.” 


t, 
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Here are a few 
questions for the 
test-makers 


By STACIE PETERS 
Contributing Reporter 


Lifectis a 
series of tests. 
Everyday tasks 
and rituals can 
carry with 
them such 
weight that 
even the 
slightest deci- 
sion can 
change the 


course of the future. What you say 
to people, how you present your- 
self, how much effort you put into 
your endeavors — it’s all part of the 
larger test determining the quality 
and progression of life. 

In that light, consider higher 
education: if it’s one big test to 
graduate, then it’s one of multiple 
choices, where each decision deter- 
mines how well your education is 
utilized. What do I major in? 
Should I start that paper now, or 
should I wait until 4 A.M. the day 


the paper is due? Am I going to * 


learn anything from this professor, 
or should I seek out a new one? 
What clubs should I join? Should I 
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even bother getting out of bed 
today? College isn’t high school. 
You don’t have parents and teach- 
ers breathing down your neck to 
make sure you succeed. No one’s 
telling you what courses to take, or 
what to study. The college experi- 
ence is unique for each and every 
individual, and cannot be standard- 
ized. 

Although, — that’s 
Charles Miller believes. 

Charles Miller is the chairman 
of a higher education commission 
that was named by the Bush 
Administration to 
look into standard- 
ized testing for col- 
leges and universities 
across the nation. The 
test would determine 
how much the college 
student was learning, 
and whether or not a 
particular institution 
was up to standards. 

But how do you 
standardize higher education? First 
of all, college isn’t like high school 
in that everyone is required to take 
specific classes. Even though most 
colleges have a “core” curriculum 
that everyone must take, the most 
specific it gets is usually some kind 
of college writing class, such as 
English Composition. After that, 
the only requirement may be cer- 
tain units of math, or science, or lit- 
erature. But even under those 


not what 


requirements, the subjects you can 
choose from are usually broad 
themselves. 

And what about private insti- 
tutes and schools for the arts? How 
do you compare a theater student to 
a pre-med student? You can’t. The 
only way to prepare two students in 
drastically different fields for stan- 
dardized tests is to create standard- 
ized classes. But wouldn’t that, in 
the end, take away from the final 
outcome of a person’s education? 

Then there’s the matter of 
tuition — people willingly choose 


ie FRE GREE 


Where’s the trust? Or maybe it’s better 
to ask, where’s the mistrust? Isitinthe 
incapable hands of professors... or in 
the party-hardy attitudes of students? 


and pay ridiculous sums of money 
to attend college. This is the most 
obvious difference between college 
and high school, and when the gov- 
ernment pays for my entire educa- 
tion, they can test me all they want. 

Haven’t we students been sub- 
jected to enough standardized test- 
ing? In high school, there was the 
MCAS. Then it’s off to the SATs, 
maybe even taking some of the 
Subject Tests along the way, as well 


Teaching concerns over new 


Spurk building remodelings 


To the Editor: 

I wish to comment regarding the 
article by Dustin Luca which 
appeared in the January 2Sth issue of 
the Observer about the upgrading of 
the Spurk Building. In Mr. Luca’s 
article | read that there are many 
wonderful changes planned for this 
building. Here I wish to focus on just 
one part of this upgrading. This is the 
issue of the new classroom furniture. 
I am bringing this up with the hope 
that it might lead to a discussion and 
resolution of what I see as a problem. 


Having been at Northern Essex ” 


Community College since 1978 and 
having spent most of most of my 
teaching hours in the Spurk Building, 
I have found that the cold, hard, 
black metal desks that were in the 
classrooms had become a kind of 
icon for me. As years went by, | 
found myself waiting for the day 
when they would be replaced. 

It would seem, then, that I would 
have been elated to see the new 
tables, comfortable chairs and large 
teacher’s desk in front of me when I 
once again entered these classrooms 
this spring. My reaction, however, 
was on the contrary, one of dismay. 

I saw in front of me a classroom 
set up primarily for the lecture mode 
of teaching with students locked in 
place for the duration of the lecture. I 
knew this wouldn’t work for me, 
since I devote only a portion of my 
hours with ESL students to lecture. 
The rest of the time involves individ- 
ual seat work, pair and group work, 
cooperative learning exercises, and 
the moving of desks and rearranging 
of groups throughout the lessons. In 
class, my students are frequently 
working at the blackboards or sitting 


at their desks with my going in and 
out of the desks and rows to work 
with individual students and groups. 
I frequently find myself kneeling on 
the floor peering over their note- 
books. I no longer need a large 
teacher’s desk situated in the front of 
the room, as a small table for my 
books and materials is adequate. In 
C120, there is now a large stationary 
teacher desk to the left of the room 
making it hard to project computer 
images on the screen. 

With the new furniture, I feel par- 
alyzed. Since the students are locked 
into lines at the long tables, I can no 
longer circulate freely from desk to 
desk to check writing. Students who 
wish to go to the blackboard have to 
push by other students to get out of 
the rows, and one of the blackboards 
in my classroom is not easily acces- 
sible because tables are pushed 
against it. When students work in 
pairs, they have to climb out of rows 
to get to a partner other than the per- 
son sitting at their side. When work- 
ing in groups, half of the students, 
crowding around a table, have their 
knees uncomfortably hitting against 
the backboards of the tables. When 
it comes to a test, it is very easy for 
students to catch sideward glances 
toward their neighbor. 


My class decided to do some rear- 
ranging of the furniture, but we soon 


- discovered that the long tables were 


hinged together. It took some time to 
unhinge them and to make sure all 
the knobs were put back in their 
proper places. This moving of furni- 
ture meant having to put it back in 


place if the class following ours did 
not like the arrangement. Furniture 
moving is too loud of a process, 
which disrupts adjoining classes. 

The article said that there are 
rooms on the second and third floors 
that have not been refurbished as of 
yet. I ask that these be furnished 
with individual moveable tables that 
do not restrict the many ways that 
teachers and students can be 
engaged in creative learning. Room 
C301, which was furnished in an 
earlier semester, is a very versatile 
space and could serve as a model. I 
would like to teach in a room like 
this! 


Perhaps, the matter of classroom 
design could be discussed at our 
department meetings and in the 
Teaching and Learning Task Force 
as well. 

Please understand | am grateful 
that the administration is dedicated to 
upgrading the Spurk building and I 
realize, as was mentioned in the arti- 
cle, that this updating goes way 
beyond just the ordering of new fur- 
niture. This attention by the College 
to the Spurk building cannot help but 
lend new energy to faculty and stu- 
dents. What I am proposing regard- 
ing the furniture might help the 
Spurk building reflect the diverse 
teaching needs of our faculty and of 
our students to an even greater 
extent. 

Sincerely yours, 


Jane Thiefels 
Professor of English 
as a Second Language 


as the ACTs. Then if you want to go 
to grad school, you have to take the 
GRE ~— and for students who pursue 
a field in medicine, or are just look- 
ing for licensing in special fields, 
there are even more tests to be 
taken beyond those. Why is one 
standardized test for ALL college 
students necessary? 

Is it not enough to trust a pro- 
fessor’s judgment anymore? 
Suddenly, a government-issued test 
can decide whether you’re learning 
or not, while your instructor can- 
not? Isn’t the person you see each 


week, who 
reads all your 
papers, intelli- 


gent enough to 
decide whether 
not your 
writing abilities 
are up to par? 
Miller 
claims that it is 
possible to test 
students’ abili- 
ties in analytical skills, writing, and 
critical thinking. He bases his argu- 
ment on the fact that he had imple- 
mented standardized testing when 
he was the-head of the Regents over 
at the University of - surprise sur- 
prise — Texas. Although it is unclear 
whether the test would have a say 
in a student’s graduation or not, 
what repeatedly pops up in related 
articles, including one printed 
recently in the New York Times, is 


r college? 


that the test’s major purpose is to 
“prove” that students are actually 
learning. 

Where’s the trust, Miller? Or 
maybe it’s better to ask, where’s the 
mistrust? Is it in the incapable 
hands of professors, or perhaps in 
the party-hardy attitudes of young 
college students? Day after day, 
students are required to prove 
themselves on all levels — they have 
to prove they can hold down a job 
and they have to prove they can 
handle college-level work. In 
essence, a college students has to 
prove that they can balance out 
their life and succeed. Isn’t that 
enough of a test? 

Here’s an idea - if Miller 
believes standardized testing is the 
best way for students to “prove” 
themselves, then why stop at col- 
lege? Let’s test people in the work- 
force, to “prove” they can do their 
jobs. Let’s test the homeless and 
people on welfare to “prove” that 
they’re not smart enough to make 
money. Hey, we could even test the 
President! Only to “prove” that he’s 
fit to run this country, of course. 
You see, it’s not that I don’t have 
faith that we college students could 
pull off some test — it’s just that I 
view the strides to standardized 
students as another brick on the 
crumbling wall I like to call “per- 
sonal freedom”. 


The case for 


domestic spying 


By EVAN ROWLAND 
Contributing Reporter 


Over 2000 
years ago, Sun 
Tzu wrote in 
his book “The 
Art of War” 
that “spies are 
the most 
important ele- 
ment in war, 
because on 
them depends 
an army’s abili- 
ty to move.” Today, our troops are 
spread thin across the globe, Osam 
bin Laden é 
remains hidden, 
and we are fool- 
ishly fighting to 
further limit our 
army’s _ intelli- 
gence. Domestic 
spying helps our 


ignorant 


—_—_C6——_ 


We cannot... remain 
of 
enemy’s plans if we 


son’s email and phone calls. It starts 
with a mechanical filtering process - 
before humans see any information, 
computerized processes select it. 
From the start, the program does not 
affect anyone but those of the highest 
suspicion. Fewer than 10 U.S. citi- 
zens a year have had their domestic 
calls intercepted. The program tar- 
gets high-risk individuals - and by 
doing so without a warrant, it hopes 
to get information before it is too late. 

The program has been successful. 
Vice President Dick Cheney has said 
that the eavesdropping “has saved 
thousands of lives.” Other officials 
don’t volunteer numbers, but General 
Michael Hayden says the program 
does supply informa- 
tion “that would not 
otherwise have been 
available.” 

Robert S. 
Mueller III, the 
Director of the FBI, 
said that the informa- 


the 


country combat tion gathered 
terrorism by sup- hope to counter them. | through the program 
plying informa- helped identify 
tion that would “individuals — who 


otherwise come 
too late or not at all. 

Attorney General Alberto 
Gonzales has said, “The terrorist sur- 
veillance program is both necessary 
and lawful.” The accuracy of this 
statement has come under fierce 
debate. The program will come under 
official review in the near future. 
Unfortunately, both sides of the polit- 
ical spectrum have transformed this 
issue into an attack on each other. 
The important issue is whether the 
domestic spying program is effective. 

The program does not involve the 
government probing into every per- 


were providing sup- 
port to terrorists.” 

If following the law would have 
cost us thousands of lives, then the 
law was wrong — and our president 
was correct to use his wartime pow- 
ers to bypass it. We cannot force our- 
selves to remain ignorant of the 
enemy’s plans if we hope to counter 
them. 

As Sun Tzu wrote so long ago, 
“Hence it is only the enlightened 
ruler and wise general who will use 
the highest intelligence of the army 
for purposes of spying, and thereby 
they achieve great results.” 
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How do you measure a 
community college’s success? | free this winter 


State education 
officials disregard the 
needs of the student 


By ASHLY ELLIS 
Contributing Reporter 


Wruh at 
makes a com- 
munity college 
successful? Not 
the faculty that 
devotes _ their 
time and effort 
to teaching stu- 
dents and mak- 
ing themselves 
available for 
extra help. Not 
the clubs and activities that are avail- 
able on campus which make students 
feel more at home in their communi- 
ty. Not the commitment put forth by 
the president, faculty, and staff to 
ensure our success. The persistence, 
completion, and graduation rate is 
what really makes a community col- 
lege successful, so says the Boston 
Globe. 

After reading the article printed 
in the Jan. 29 edition of the Boston 
Sunday Globe, I was disappointed to 
say the least. The article goes on to 
criticize community colleges in 
Massachusetts for having low gradu- 
ation rates that have set off an alarm 


among state education officials. 
Northern Essex is among the list of 
Massachusetts Community Colleges 
that have a graduation rate below the 
national average of 24.7 percent. 

We must not lose sight of what 
truly matters at community colleges. 
Northern Essex is not just about the 
percentage of people who graduate 
within three years of enrollment. At 
Northern Essex, the needs of our stu- 
dents are put first. The president of 
Northern Essex, David Hartleb, has 
made it very clear what his goals are 
for our success. 

“We recognize that each student 
who comes to Northern Essex has a 
different set of expectations. Many 
want to secure the skills for a new 
career. Others may want to become 
fluent in reading, writing and speak- 
ing English; transfer to a prestigious 
university, or simply experience aca- 
demic success for what may be the 
first time in their lives. Helping stu- 
dents to define their goals and then 
create a plan for achieving them is so 
important to us at Northern Essex 
that we have made it the priority for 
the college.” 

The purpose of community col- 
lege is to provide an alternative edu- 
cation for people who don’t move 
onto four year schools after high 
school. They are a crucial point of 
access to higher education for low- 
income and minority students. The 
mission of community colleges is 
built on low tuition, convenient loca- 
tion, flexible scheduling, and an open 


door admissions policy. 

In recent years policy makers, 
educators, and accreditors have 
increasingly turned their attention to 
student persistence and completion, 
they have not however, taken into 
consideration that the factors that 
effect the completion of students are 
some of the very same reasons why 
people choose to attend a community 
college rather then a 4-year institu- 
tion. For example, many of Northern 
Essex students have a part-time or 
full-time job, sometimes more than 
one. Some students have a family to 
support and take care of, and some 
are looking to further their knowl- 
edge in certain fields. If graduation 
rates are made a measure of a com- 
munity college’s success then what 
about the less qualified student with 
nowhere to go for the education they 
need? The first community colleges 
were created to make education pos- 
sible for all parts of the state’s popu- 
lation. If community colleges were 
reduced to the number of students 
that completed in three years and 
graduated, the integrity of communi- 
ty colleges everywhere would be 
compromised. Opportunity, diversi- 
ty, student success, personal and pro- 
fessional growth, respect, and part- 
nership are the core values at 
Northern Essex, those are what mea- 
sure the success of a community col- 
lege. I know this because Northem 
Essex Community College, is a suc- 
cess. 


Valentine knew what was going on 


_ A brief history of the 
holiday we've come 
to love and hate 


By STACIE PETERS 
Opinions Editor 


Valentine’s Day. A day of choco- 
late, cards, and sickeningly cute-but- 
useless gifts such as the “Singing, 
Dancing Love Skunk” which plays “I 
Want You to Want Me” when you 
press its foot. As I'm walking down 
the aisles of Wal-Mart, I’m bombard- 
ed with these noises and sights, and I 
can’t help wondering: just what the 
heck is the purpose of Valentine’s 
Day anyway?? 

Believe it or not, Valentine’s Day 
was NOT created by Hallmark, or 
any other greeting card company. 
Like every other modern holiday we 
celebrate, the highly-commercialized 
Valentine’s Day stems from grue- 
some Pagan roots. Here’s a brief his- 
tory lesson for you: 

Back in the day, when Rome was 
under the rule of Emperor Claudius 
II, the marriage of soldiers was for- 
bidden. Claudius was a man who 
believed that married soldiers would 
put their family before the state, and 
this could not be tolerated. 
Meanwhile, Christianity was new in 
the Roman Empire, and one of the 
priests was a man named Valentine. 
He decided to secretly marry soldiers 
under the name of God. This made 
him an all-around good guy. 
Unfortunately, things don’t usually 
end well for all-around good guys. 
Claudius eventually discovered what 
Mr. Valentine was up to and sen- 
tenced him to death. 

Valentine was beheaded on 
February 14th. The Christians 


declared him a saint, and devoted this 
day to him. Supposedly, Valentine 
left a note for the jailer’s daughter, 
and it read “From Your Valentine”. 
This all happened before he lost his 
head, of course. Isn’t that lovely? 
Isn’t that sweet? Now isn’t that what 
love’s all about? Devoting your life 
to it, making it your only purpose, 
only to have your HEAD SEVERED 
FROM YOUR BODY?!?!! 

But I’m not bitter. 

Anyway, what does any of this 
mean in a modern context? Where 
are the Valentines of the present-day? 
People are spreading the love, but 
only to a selective few: even in ele- 
mentary school, Valentine’s Day is 
yet another exhibition of popularity 
and power. Kids slave over construc- 
tion-paper mailboxes to tape to their 
desks in preparation for the big day. 
Then tragedy: some children go 
home with a mailbox stuffed with 
Valentine’s cards, while a poor few 
leave with the degrading experience 
of only having two Valentine’s 
received from a class of thirty-odd 
students — one from the teacher, and 
one from the kid who ate paste, 
respectively. 

Moving onward, children grow 
up and become teenagers, and sud- 
denly, Peanuts Valentine’s just aren't 
cool anymore. Now the hip and 
romantic thing to do is carnations - 
or, if you’re really in the “Oh-my- 
gawd-i-love-u-we’ re-totally-gonna- 
get-married-someday” mood, you 
can buy roses for a few extra dollars. 
At the end of the day, you'd see the 
kids going home with a full bouquet 
in their hands, while you held a limp, 
bent carnation that you got from the 
kid who was still eating paste. 

Adulthood is no different. 
Valentine’s Day becomes a holiday 
that loses whatever friendliness it 
once had, and somehow mutates into 


a day of self-loathing. If you're sin- 
gle, you’ve failed; you're alone, 
you're miserable, you're undesirable, 
and you blew your chances with the 
kid who ate paste who’s now a com- 
puter genius and making more in a 
year than you'll ever see in a life- 
time. Way to go, you. 

What bothers me about 
Valentine’s Day is the selectivity of 
the holiday: couples don’t need a day 
for themselves, because any day for a 
couple in love can be made special. 
For couples with a less-than satisfac- 
tory relationship, Valentine’s Day 
becomes an excuse to justify your 
already-failing partnership. The per- 
son who says “Well, he put together a 
really wonderful Valentine’s for me, 
even if he’s usually a jerk,” is just 
fooling themselves. Finally, 
Valentine’s Day is a wedge — a day 
that pits the singles against the cou- 
ples. 

But why the war? Why the self- 
loathing? Was this really Valentine's 
message? Maybe instead of focusing 
on the singles and couples, and their 
feelings on the holiday, we should try 
thinking more about society as a 
whole. Just because you're single, it 
doesn’t mean you should sulk. Call 
one of your single friends and go out. 
Do something. And if you're in a bad 
relationship, here’s an edgy idea: end 
it. Or maybe end it the day after, so at 
least you can get the free chocolate. 
And finally, to those of you who are 
honestly in a happy and healthy rela- 
tionship: I congratulate you. People 
who make relationships work are to 
be respected, and they truly carry out 
the message Valentine was trying to 
spread. 

But until then, Saint Valentine 
bless the teacher who made her stu- 
dents give cards to everyone in class. 
Like Valentine, they knew what was 
going on. 


Tips to staying flu- 


Follow these simple 
rules to avoid the 


winter flu blues 


By JESSE RECZEK 
Editor 


We have all experienced the 
aches and pains of the common cold. 
They stuff us up and drag us down. 
But what can you do to better prevent 
such viruses as the common cold and 
the flu from attacking your immune 
system? 

Well, first, hand washing is an 
absolute must. Throughout the day, 
we come in contact with billions 
(yes, billions) of germs.°By washing 
your hands with an antibacterial soap 
and the hottest water that you can tol- 
erate, you significantly reduce your 
risk of becoming infected. 

Next, take moms advice and eat 
your fruits and veggies. Fruits and 
vegetables give us the necessary vit- 
amins and minerals in which our 
bodies need in order to combat such 
viruses as the common cold and flu. 
But it isn’t just apples and oranges 
that are needed. Foods such as garlic 
and ginger tea help to detoxify the 


body. On the other end of things, 
Physician Viktoria Shvets of 
Highland Primary Care in 
Newburyport says foods and drinks 
in which contain large amounts of 
sugar (soda, candy, etc.) have actual- 
ly been found to decrease the number 
of white blood cells and weaken their 
ability to fight germs. 

Finally, getting plenty of sleep 
will decrease your chances of getting 
sick this winter. Most physicians rec- 
ommend that you get one hour of 
sleep for every two hours that you are 
awake. 

So, what do you do if you have 
already been infected? Shvets recom- 
mends plenty of fluids such as juice 
as well as plenty of sleep. Pharmacist 
Melissa Quay recommends Mucinex 
to help clear congestion, and a decon- 
gestant such as Sudafed PE to help 
clear the nasal cavity. She, however, 
does not recommend taking antibi- 
otics for such things as the common 
cold. She believes that by taking 
antibiotics for things that our bodies 
are more than capable of fighting 
without antibiotics, we build up a tol- 
erance to the antibiotic. 

Follow these simple steps, and 
hopefully you will stay cold and flu 
free this season. 


. 


Never pretend to a love which you do not 


actually feel, for love is not ours to com- 


mand. 


-- Alan Watts 


To love deeply in one direction makes us 
more loving in all others. 
-- Anne-Sophie Swetchine 


Perhaps the feelings that we experience 
when we are in love represent a normal 
state. Being in love shows a person who he 


should be. 


-- Anton Chekhov 


To fear love is to fear life, and those who 
fear life are already three parts dead. 
-- Bertrand Russell 


Clarity of mind means clarity of passion, too; 
this is why a great and clear mind loves 
ardently and sees distinctly what it loves. 

-- Blaise Pascal 


The meeting of two personalities is like the 
contact of two chemical substances: if there 
is any reaction, both are transformed. 

-- Carl Jung 


Nothing takes the taste out of peanut butter 
quite like unrequited love. 


-- Charles M. Schulz 
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Really 


Be prepared with the 
Dustopian Safety Suit 


By DustTIN LucA 
Editor 


Mother 
Nature sure is a 
strange _ one. 
We started the 
year, and the 
winter primari- 
ly, with record 
high tempera- 
tures across the 
entire United 
States and no 
sign of snow or any other form of 
weather commonly expected during 
the winter season. 

And now that we have become 
comfortable with this very awkward 
weather pattern, we are seemingly 
being punished with extremely low 
temperatures and up to two feet of 
snow somehow showing up in our 
neighborhoods and surrounding 
environments. In some areas around 
here, the snow accumulation from 
this recent blizzard actually exceeded 
nine feet. 

2005 was a fairly dry year on the 
most part, if you don’t take giant cat- 
egory five hurricanes and wildfires 
the size of Jupiter into consideration. 
In 2005, we as a society did a pretty 


bad weather is upon us 


good job keeping safe during the 
winter, but as soon as the tempera- 
tures rose and the snow melted, peo- 
ple around the world suddenly 
became unbearably stupid. 

And Mother Nature called us on 
it by raising the temperature every- 
where and killing nearly 530,000 
Europeans over the course of the 
summer. We in the United States 
were better prepared for the sudden 
heat wave, however, 
because we are a 
nation driven by liv- 


environmental conditions imagin- 
able, including killer tornadoes, 200 
foot tall tsunamis and the broadcast- 
ing of State of the Union addresses. 
This suit is especially useful in 
the winter because of its triple-layer 
fiberglass insulation and built-in 
thermal heaters fueled by the unused 
brainpower of stupid people. As an 
added feature, the suit can also be set 
to an energy saver mode, where it 


pe ah ce 


In fact, from the months of April 
to June, you won't even need to wear 
shoes. 

In the summer, the Dustopian 
Safety Suit will once again make an 
exciting transformation into some- 
thing really cool. The summertime is 
where you will discover most of the 
suit’s special features, naturally 
because the scariest things happen in 
the, summer (including hurricanes, 
volcanic eruptions, 
National Public 
Radio fundraisers 


ing in excess. and Senior Citizen 
Swe J here The suit is especially useful in the winter te at nudist 
either has air condi- Fs : 3 beaches across 
tioning, central air because of its triple-layer fiberglass insula- America). 


or walk-in freezers 
to help keep cool 
when the tempera- 
tures spike so high 
that even the ther- 
mometers start com- 
mitting suicide. 

Luckily for us, weather happens 
outside, so if you promise yourself to 
not leave your house ever again, 
you'll be safe in 2006. However, if 
you’re a moron and decided to leave 
your house, you should prepare 
accordingly. The key to surviving 
Mother Nature’s wrath this year will 
be to stay on top of your game, and to 
do this, you will need the Dustopian 
Safety Suit. 

The Dustopian Safety Suit is a 
suit engineered by space robots 
specifically for the most extreme 


tion and built-in thermal heaters fueled by 
the unused brain-power of stupid people. 


will then be fueled only by the stupid 
things stupid people are saying about 
the last thrilling episode of American 
Idol, or their personal thoughts and 
feelings for Michael Moore. 

In the springtime, the suit auto- 
matically adjusts to help prepare you 
for high levels of rain and having to 
travel overly muddy terrain by acti- 
vating its built in anti-gravitational 
levitation device. Also fueled by the 
verbal waste and unused kinetic 
energy of stupid people, the suit will 
make it so you will never deal with 
muddy shoes again. 


UPS & YOU. 


WORKING TOGETHER AS ONE TEAM 
WITH NORTHERN ESSEX STUDENTS. 


individuals with leadership potential can look forward 
to a rewarding career at UPS. Call us today and explore 
the benefits of working at the UPS Chelmsford Facility 
as a Part-Time Package Handler. 
(Must be able to lift parcels weighing up to 70 Ibs.) 


Additionally, 
the Dustopian 
Safety Suit is 
equipped with an 
anti-idiocy —_ pro- 
gram that ruins the 
ending of every really bad summer 
movie so you don’t put yourself 
through seeing any of them on the 
big screen. For example, at the end 
of Tom Cruise’s newest movie in the 
Mission Impossible series, slated for 
release this summer, Dumbledore 
dies. 

To protect from horrible weather, 
the suit will activate it’s cutting edge 
Anti-DumbWeather technology to 
fight the forces of environmental evil 
while also keeping you cool as a 
cucumber—a cucumber recently 
dipped in liquid nitrogen. Also, to 


1j 


fight hurricanes, the Dustopian 
Safety Suit will activate it’s lead-foot 
protocols to make your feet weight 
1,000 pounds, thus making it impos- 
sible for you to do literally anything 
but sit in front of the television and 
watch CNN’s Anderson Cooper talk 
about the unfair treatment of New 
Orleans residents. But have no fear, 
my dear consumer. Most of what he 
says will be converted to energy by 
the anti-idiocy program within the 
suit. 

From there, the energy will be 
saved for when the suit activates its 
autumn-protection algorithms, 
including protection from squirrels, 
falling leaves and visits from the in- 
laws on Thanksgiving. All of this is 
possible because of the suit’s head- 
mounted plasma turret fueled by the 
souls of your in-laws. And the souls 
of squirrels... and Anderson Cooper 
as well. 

Clearly, environmental condi- 
tions are getting more and more 
extreme as each year passes, largely a 
result of the Internet. So, in order to 
survive for the next ten years, it is 
really in your best interest to invest in 
the Dustopian Safety Suit. 

If you don’t, Dumbledore dies. 


The writer of this column wel- 
comes and openly asks for any com- 
ments and feedback on this work. 
Those wishing to provide feedback 
can email dustin.luca@gmail.com. 


* viens a) 


VARIOUS SHIFTS AVAILABLE 


GREAT STARTING WEEKLY PAY * MEDICAL & DENTAL 
401{K) « HOLIDAYS OFF * PAID VACATIONS 
UPS BONUS PROGRAM * AND MUCH MORE!!! 


Ce | GET UP TO 


LEARN 


Program ||N COLLEGE EDUCATION ASSISTANCE!!! 


* UPS Earn & Learn Program guidelines apply. 


enn 8 § 1,500 *rer semester 


APPLY ONLINE: 


www.upsjobs.com 


FOR MORE INFO: 978-441-3400 
UPS * 90 BRICK KILN ROAD * CHELMSFORD, MA 


An Equal Opportunity Emptoyer 


LPS ara che UPS Decne wi aoe regret redecorks of Leet weal Saves of Av eee Pe A gti served 
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If you're going out of state for the rest of college, 
make sure you Wave 9 oursranoimg racurey  swoweoaroine 
Cigs? Fares POH TWe LIVInG CaATEER COUHSELIHD BOUNFate ising 
BOTAHIC Ganbews STUDY a3A0 an HOLFeeg COPFEE HOUSES FeSHIHG 
EYCLING AOCK CLIMBING STUDENT RESEARCH GALLESIES SIRING WIGMTLIFE 
QOMHHILE SiIMG COMVEMIEWT SCHEQULES MUSEUMS PRO SPORTS SHOPFOHG 
PROPESS#OunAL LECTURE SEkeeS DEXVER winT AOLLER COASTERS Lag 
AT ADEM 264¥151NS CROSS: COUMTA® SRIIMG PERFORMIHG ARTS THEATRES 
ADWASCER DEGMEES IMTESHSHIFS ROLLER ELA DSSS RATAR IMG Caaring 


WARAM Cameus ROGEO PTUBIAG LOHCERTS SHOW Se GRIN G FOUR: @HEELING 


SPECHALTY BES TAUB AH TS MHITEWERTER Paring EXCLUSIVE SCHOLASS HERS 


lots to write home about. 


Before you transfer, look far above the ordinary, Do more than earn & widely 
respected bachelor’s degree from the University of Colorado at Denver and 
Health Sciences Center. Live, study and have fun in the Mi&e High City and its 
amazing backyard—the Rocky Mountains. Plus, as 4 transfer student from Morth 
Essex Community College, you could receive a scholarship ranging fram $4,000 
to $32,000 in two-year total value. Deadlines are fast approaching, so apply now 
for admission and the scholarship. abovetheordinary. cudenver.edu/info 


University of Colorado at Denver 
and Health Sciences Center 


Downtown Denver Campus 
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Disney Recruiters 
plan to visit 
Haverhill campus 


Disney is coming! 

o Earn college credits and 
money while working in 
Disney! 

o Join the visiting staff 
from Disney in TC-103 for 
more information! 

0 Monday, February 27th 
at 12 noon 

o Tuesday, February 28th 
at 5 p.m. 

o Log onto disneycollege- 
program.com to download 
your application and bring with 
you to the meeting. 

Disney is more exciting 
than ever and this is your 
chance to gain valuable work 
experience without a break in 
your college studies because 
you can now earn college cred- 
its while you work in Disney 
World for a semester. Don't 
miss out on the opportunity to 
talk to Dina Potter when she 
visits us to recruit students for 
the Disney Experience. 

For more information you 
can contact Kathy Proietti at 
kproietti@necc.mass.edu — or 
schory@necc.mass.edu 


Amesbury Mayor 
visits NECC campus 


Mayor Thatcher Kezer's 
visit to Northern Essex 
CommunityCollege's Haverhill 
Campus last week was hardly 
his first. The mayor 

attended Northern Essex 
from 1978 to 1979, before 
enlisting in the Air Force. 

The mayor was on campus 
to meet with David Hartleb, 
NECC president, and Byron 
Matthews, chairman of the 
NECC Board of Trustees,and 
discuss opportunities for con- 
tinued collaboration between 
thecollege and the town of 
Amesbury. 

Matthews told Kezer that 
over 600 Amesbury residents 
were enrolled in credit and 
noncredit programs at the col- 
lege in the fall semester of 
2005. He explained that 46 of 
those students are Amesbury 
High School students who are 
taking Northern Essex courses 
offered onsite at the high 
school or online and ‘earning 
high school as well as college- 
credits. 

"Amesbury High School 
Principal Les Murray has 
found that students who take 
college courses while in high 
school tend to have amore suc- 
cessful college experience," 
said Matthews. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 


Please email information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


GSA wants to expand club 


Survey shows most 
agree with presence 
on campus 


By ERICKA KEARN 
Contributing Reporter 


Friday, Feb, 10, Northern 
Essex's Gay Straight Alliance held a 
bakesale in the C building lobby. 
The GSA will begin yet another 
semester as one of the school's 
many active clubs. 

"Basically, the GSA is about 
acceptance, tolerance and commu- 
nity-building on campus. Our club 
is about more than sexual orienta- 


tion -- it is about creating a safe and 
welcoming environment for all stu- 
dents," said Cj Crivaro, who has 
been the advisor of the GSA for two 
years. 

According to the GSA website, 
“ The mission of the GSA is to cel- 
ebrate diversity in our college com- 
munity, promote tolerance among 
its members and create awareness 
of issues that minorities face,” 


describing what they want to 
accomplish as a club. 
The president is Christina 


Crevatis, and vice president is 
Harry Guzman. Last semester the 
club took a survey about sexual ori- 
entation. 356 students participated 
in the survey, about 2/3 being 


female. 

According to the survey, most 
will say they do not disagree with 
the presence of GSA, but many feel 
that participation in the club labels 
one as part of the gay community. 
Hopefully, with more exposure and 
continuing of activities that invite 
all members of the student body to 
join, GSA can expel the misconcep- 
tion, and expand its membership. 
They are in the process of getting 
their own email account reachable 
by the NECC website, and are also 
working on their own webpage, too. 

Three new faces were seen at 
the second meeting, and no matter 
how nervous one girl seemed, the 
positive, welcoming presence in the 


room made her comfortable enough 
to introduce herself. Another man 
was very open, and shared his 
thoughts and ideas. GSA wants to 
get the message of Camaraderie of 
students of all races, sexes, and ori- 
entations out there. 

Upcoming events such as the 
National Day of Silence, a day of 
protest which gives the voices of 
the strong to others who haven't 
found their voice or courage to 
come out yet; and a battle of the 
bands in the works for May, as a 
treat for final-stressed students, are 
what make the GSA one of the most 
prominent, positive clubs on cam- 
pus. 


Student Senate makes plans for Spring 


Senate sells roses to 
donate money to help 


people 
By JACLYN FITZGERALD 
Features Editor 


With the spring semester well 
underway, the NECC student sen- 
ate continues its efforts to better the 
school and community. 

Student senate meetings are 
held Wednesdays, 3:30-5 p.m. via 
video conference in room A112 on 
the Haverhill campus and room 
L240 on the Lawrence campus. 
Each meeting is open to the pub- 
lic. 

The purpose of the group is to 
represent the student body. They 
work to enhance student life while 
learning valuable leadership skills. 

This semester, there are five 


official student senate positions 
open for election, parliamentarian, 
secretary, treasurer and two pro- 
gram chairs. 

“T think student senate is a good 
way to learn the process of a pro- 
fessional meeting,” said Elin 
Frank-Anderson, vice president of 
Student Senate at the Haverhill 
campus, “and you learn that as a 
student you can do things to help 
other students.” 

The group hosted a Valentine's 
Day rose sale on Feb. 14 on the 
Haverhill campus in the lobby of 
the c-building. 

“It's a nice thing for the stu- 
dents and faculty because it makes 
people happy on Valentine's Day to 
get a rose,” said Frank-Anderson. 
“Also, it's a fundraiser so it's going 
to help people.” 

Senate members sold long stem 
roses for $5 each, $27 for a half 
dozen, and $48 for a dozen, as well 


as sweetheart roses for $2.50 and 
vases for $2. Secret admirer cards 
were also sold and will be posted 
on the student activities board in 
the d-building of the Haverhill 
campus and a yet to be decided 
location on the Lawrence campus. 

The goal of this year's sale is 
“to raise more money than last year 
to be able to help more people,” 
said Frank Urena, vice-president of 
student senate at the Lawrence 
campus. 

The earnings from last year's 
rose sale, nearly $400, were donat- 
ed to the Susan G. Komen Breast 
Cancer Foundation and to NECC to 
aid in the building of the new stu- 
dent center and theater, according 
to Dina Brown, student senate advi- 
sor and student activities coordina- 
tor. 

In past years, proceeds were 
also used to benefit the group's 
Leaders of Tomorrow Scholarship. 


The group has not announced 
what will be done with the money 
raised this year, “they plan to make 
a decision on the donation by early 
March,” said Brown. 

Student senate conducted a rose 
pre-sale at Winterfest on Feb. 8 at 
the sport and fitness center on the 
Haverhill campus and on Feb. 13 at 
the atrium of the main building on 
the Lawrence campus. 

“] have great expectations of 
the student senate. I think they're a 
good group of people” said Brown. 

The group's next order of busi- 
ness is completing work.on a plan 
to purchase DVDs for the library 
on the Haverhill campus. The 
DVDs will primarily be used by 
professors and will be purchased 
with money raised at a bake sale 
held last semester. 


Security guard helps dislodge candy from child 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been released 
to inform students and faculty about 
the incidents requiring the assis- 
tance of Eagle Security at Northern 
Essex Community College campus- 
es in Haverhill and Lawrence, MA. 
This log covers all incidents from 
the dates of Dec. 20, 2005 to Jan. 
31, 2006. 


All events occuring on the 
Haverhill campus, Dec. 20, 2005 
to present. - 


Dec. 20, 2005 - A student 
reports having a hard time breath- 
ing. The student was taken by 
ambulance to the nearest hospital. 


Dec. 23, 2005 
reports books missing. 


- A student 


Dec. 29, 2005 - There was a car 
accident in Lot 1 on the Haverhill 
campus involving one student and a 
faculty member. There were no 
injuries as a result of the accident. 


Jan. 9, 2006 - A staff member 
reports a wallet stolen. The wallet 
was recovered the next day. 


Jan. 11, 2006 - Students were 
throwing snowballs in Lot 4. 


Jan. 18, 2006 - A child began 
choking on a piece of candy in the 
student center while the mother was 
registering for classes. Security was 
able to dislodge the candy. and the 
child was fine. 


Jan. 20, 2006 - A report of ille- 
gal use of a dumpster in Lot 1. 
Those responsible were found and 
had to remove their things from 
dumpster. In an unrelated incident, 
a horse was found loose on campus. 
It had escaped from a house down 
the street from the campus. The 


owners had called the Haverhill 
police. Security contacted them and 
the Haverhill police came to get the 
horse. 


Jan. 27, 2006 - Hit and run 
reported. Ashley Hand, a student on 
campus, noticed damage to the left 
back bumper of her car after leaving 
the E Building around 3pm. Glenn 
Beil took the report. 


Jan. 31, 2006 - A student hit the 
curb in Lot 4. There was damage to 
the tire and rim on the car. In an 
unrelated incident, a student fell on 
the stairs by the bus stop. The stu- 
dent was taken by ambulance to the 
hospital. 


All events occuring on the 
Franklin St. campus in Lawrence, 
Mass., Jan. 4, 2006 to Jan. 31, 
2006. 


Jan. 4, 2006 - Bette T. from the 
library reported a strong foul odor. 


Jan. 7, 2006 - A panel of glass 
was damaged outside of room 244. 


Jan. 11, 2006 - At 12:45 pm the 
fire alarm went off. The Lawrence 
fire department arrived on site. 
Security evacuated the building. 
The all clear sounded at 12:55 pm. 

Jan. 19, 2006 - Lawrence police 
called to campus. Josimilian 
Melecio, a student, was in C-Pac 
signing up for classes when a per- 
son named Earl Fraser surprised 
her. Melecio has a restraining order 
against Fraser. 


Jan. 30, 2006 - A Sony mini tape 
recorder and wallet was claimed at 
the lost and found. 


Jan. 31, 2006 - Several students 
reported that there was ice on stairs. 
The cleaning crew responded to get 
rid of the ice. 


All of the information compiled 
in this log is by Contributing 
Reporter Joni Quinn. 


Page 8 NECC Observer 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Snowshoeing may be 
added to phys. ed 
programs 


CONCORD,NH - Consider it 
winter warfare in the battle against 
childhood obesity. 

A growing number of schools 
in the Northeast are retooling their 
phys-ed programs to add snow- 
shoeing, an enticement to the video 
game generation to get outside and 
make the most of the region's long, 
cold winters. 

“| hate to say we're in a crisis, 
but we are," Aaron Loukes, a gym 
teacher at Lin-Wood Elementary 
School in Lincoln, N.H., said 
recently while leading 13 first- 
graders on a snowshoe trek through 
woods near the school. “We need 
to get people moving." 

For much of the year, that's not 
so easy. The Northeast is home to 
most of the nation's roughly 500 
school snowshoe programs, many 
of which sprang up over the past 
five years as childhood obesity has 
become a concern, Here, winter can 
mean months of fitness-quashing 
frigid temperatures and snow _ and 
endless hours in front of the tube. 

Snowshoes certainly aren't the 
only winter option, but for many 
schools they may be the most prac- 
tical. Skis can cost a fortune and 
require regular upkeep. Learning to 
ski can be tricky and time-consum- 
ing _ tough to do when the typical 
gym class lasts 45 minutes. 


New Orleans faces 
Mardi Gras with satire 
and hope 


NEW ORLEANS, LA - The 
first Mardi Gras parade since 
Hurricane Katrina = marched 
through the French Quarter pulling 
carts with blue tarps, effigies of 
Mayor Ray Nagin and Gov. 
Kathleen Blanco and floats with 
themes such as “Give Me That 
Mold Time Religion." 

The Krewe du Vieux lam- 
pooned Katrina and public officials 
blamed for the bungled response to 
the catastrophe in their parade 
Saturday themed ~‘C'est Levee," a 
play on the French phrase meaning 
“that's life." 

Mardi Gras has long been an 
occasion for the city to laugh at 
tragedy and aim barbs at authori- 
ties. Given all the pain New 
Orleans has suffered in the past 
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Contemporary Affairs plans 
to ‘ Better the World’ 


Plans for Spring 
semester are well 
underway 


ByKRISTAWITKUM 
Contributing Reporter 


There are many clubs around the 
NECC campus that assemble to show- 
case their creative art skills, remark- 
able performing talents, and endless 
academic success. 

Unlike the other club intentions, 
the Contemporary Affairs Club has 
one clear objective: To change the 
world. 

“People can be contributors in 
their community,” says club faculty 
advisor Stephen Russell. 

On Feb. | in room C-110 at noon, 
the Contemporary Affairs Club held 
their first meeting of the spring '06 
semester. 

“We also engage in local activism 
and take an interest in college issues”, 
says Russell. 

In the previous years they have 
been strong on the traffic light rallies 
and voter registration, and college mat- 
ters such as such as military recruiting, 
and the Disney Internship Program. 

“During the years that I was the 
faculty advisor, the major activity was 
preparing and participating in a model 
United Nations conference conducted 
over a weekend at the Waldorf Astoria 
Hotel in New York City,” says Morin. 

This year, several members of the 
club are going to Washington DC. and 
will visit the Conservative Political 
Action Congress, which will tie in with 
the Feb. 15 meeting on freedom of 
speech with Attomey Heidi Getchall 
Bastein. 

“Researching a country and cul- 
ture, visiting the Consulate or UN 
office of that country, then representing 
that country at meetings that included 
delegations from colleges from all over 
the eastern United States was usually 
the highlight of an academic year's 
work,” said Morin 

“The purpose of this club is for 
students to become familiar with and 
discuss politics, government, and inter- 
national affairs, to sponsor outside 
speakers expert in these topics on cam- 
pus, and to visit local sites of political 
significance,” reads the club's mission 
Statement. 

“With a strong sense of con- 
temporary thought which broadens our 
outlook into a concer about society 
and culture”, adds Russell 

Veteran club member, Christina 
Miller informed the group of its 
thought provoking discussions. 


“Here we discuss current events 
and political debates. Sometimes we'll 
have open forums and invite the col- 
lege to watch.” 

Due to the club's open member 
policy, the forums invite all students to 
expand their public speaking skills, 
and be informed of local issues that 
directly affect them. A Global warming 
forum is planned for March. 

To insure full coverage of topics 
and more insights on issues many 
guest speakers are effective means to 
bring attention to subjects. Upcoming 
guest speakers will be: Author Peggy 
Rambach, who will discuss 
Vietnamese refuges in the Merrimack 
Valley, State Representative Barbara 
L'Italien will listen to the concerns of 
the NECC community, and Attomey 
Heidi Getchall Bastein will hold a 
forum on freedom of speech. 

For the past year, the club has had 
a strong concentration on the traffic 
lights for the southbound route 495 
ramp and off ramp for route 495, and at 
the intersection Elliot and Amesbury 
Street (route 110). 

This school year, a sign leaving 
Elliot Street and entering Amesbury 
Road, warns of the dangerous intersec- 
tion, and beginning fall semester there 
will be new lines drawn for tuming 
lanes onto Elliot Street. 

“A full blown traffic light will be 
difficult with $150 million tax cut from 
TIPS (Transportation Improvement 
Program),” said Russell. 

Despite the struggle that Russell 
and the club confront with their chal- 
lenging, yet much needed request, they 
forge on. With 3 fatal accidents 
between 1999 and 2005, with most 
recently, the 2005 Labor Day weekend 
deadly car wreck, they will continue 
with the necessary actions. 

“A new proposal was revised and 
was more in depth,” assured Russell. 

The clubs constant commitment to 
the issue shows their compassion to, 
not only the NECC family, but the 
other motorists on the roadway. 

“Until that thing (the light) is 
turned on, keep pressure on.” 

Although Russell is the advisor for 
the group, most of the effort, fundrais- 
ing and lobbying comes from the stu- 
dent members who work until the issue 
is addressed. 

“Your petitions mean a lot here 
and show interest here (at NECC),” 
said Russell. 

Students realize, unlike clubs, like 
Student Senate, where the student gen- 
erated ideas are put into action through 
rallies and other events organized by 
the elected Student Senate officials, at 
the Contemporary Affairs Club, all 
members are hands on. 

“You can get a lot of stuff done 
with this club if you just come,” club 


member Amy says. 

Amy, who wishes to remain 
anonymous. brought up the story of a 
Louisiana family relocated to the area 
due to Hurricane Katrina. The family is 
currently living in subsided housing, a 
factor in which FEMA will not give 
any more financial aid. 

“They have borrowed furniture 
from a church . . . (they) need cash, 
they have 2 kids.” 

The club sympathizes with the 
mother, and also alarmed by FEMA's 
lack of any more assistance to the issue 
and hopes to have a bake sale to gain 
some sort of extra income for the fam- 
ily. 

The club also discussed the recent 
Disney Internship exposé featured in 
The Observer. The club hopes in the 
upcoming weeks to get Career 
Planning Advisor and _ Disney 
Internship Coordinator Susan Corry, 
who expressed her outrage in an edito- 
rial, printed in the Jan. 25 issue to the 
Observer. Chorry was referring to a 
previous article written by J. Tillman 
Cormier questioning the operation of 
the Disney internship. 

The club over the years has gained 
notice for commenting in taboo and 
sensitive subjects with aim to educate 
the campus on the all aspects of a mat- 
ter, not to single out one belief. 

“Immigration, and when the war 
was getting going that was big, and 
still is. Bush and Kerry elections was 
(a) good (controversial topic) and gay 
marriage always come up.” 

“State legislatures come in show 
that there are good people, real people 
who work to solve problems,” said 
Russell. 

The club has also proven their 
effectiveness on the government and 
their notable suggestions. 

“Many times we have had the 
mayor come in and several times he 
requests to come,” said Russell. 

Contemporary Affairs Club wel- 
comes all who are interested in stimu- 
lating discussions on topics that effect 
their education, health, government 
and future, and most importantly, mat- 
ters presently happening locally. 

“(Contemporary Affairs Club) 
makes people better citizens and 
informs them and engages them in 
their community, and not just world 
issues, but local stuff.” Says Russell. 

Contemporary Affairs club is a 
crucial organization on the campus for 
students and staff to speak their minds 
and have actions follows their con- 
cems. Regardless of the club's endless 
pledge to bettering their community 
and world, they aspire to notify the 
NECC community of all the events 
that take place daily around the globe. 

“(The club) makes one's education 
well rounded.” Said Russell. 


Nominations for VP underway 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Rice states that 
protests could 
worsen over cartoons 


WASHINGTON (AP) - U.S. 
Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice said Sunday that violent 
protests in the Muslim world over 
caricatures of the Prophet 


Muhammad could “spin out of 
control" if governments refuse to 
act responsibly. 

Rice, speaking from 
Washington on ABC television's 
“This Week," said Iran and Syria, 
in particular, should be urging their 
citizens to remain calm _ not 
encouraging protests against 
Western embassies. 

“If people continue to incite it, 
it could spin out of control," she 
said of the protests. Last week, 
demonstrators in Iran attacked the 
Danish, French and Austrian 
embassies with stones and_fire- 
bombs. Violence against diplomat- 
ic buildings has also erupted in 
Syria. 

The governments of Iran and 
Syria, Rice said, organize street 
protests whenever they want to 
make a point. ‘Everybody under- 
stands that there's a sense of out- 
rage, that these cartoons were inap- 
propriate in the Muslim world," 
Rice said. ‘But you don't express 
your outrage by going out and 


burning down embassies. ... You 
express your outrage peacefully." 

Iran on Sunday rejected earlier 
U.S. and Danish accusations that 
the government had encouraged 
the protests. 


Saddam Hussein 
continues boycott 
until proceedings 
resume 


BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) - The 
dock at Saddam Hussein's trial will 
stand empty on Monday, according 
to lawyers for the former Iraqi 
president, who said he and his 
seven co-defendants will continue 
their boycott when proceedings 
resume. 

The hearing will mark the lat- 
est troubled chapter in the trial of 
Saddam and his co-defendants for 
the killing of nearly 150 Shiite 
Muslims after the former ruler sur- 
vived a 1982 assassination attempt 
in the town of Dujail north of 
Baghdad. 


year, the irreverence should reach 
new heights this season. 

“It is hard living here now. We 
need to have our opportunity to 
release," said organizer Keith 
Twitchell. “If you don't laugh, 
you're dead. There's a lot to cry 


members of the college community 
will also interview the candidates, 
to ensure that the individual select- 
ed to be the next Vice 
President .of Academic 
Affairs will be capable 


committee, that has not yet been 
assembled, will “find and interview 
each candidate.” Once the field is 


Continued from Page 1 _ As far as I know, neither the 
president and other defendants, nor 
the defense team, will attend the 
resumed hearings of the illegal 
court, which is biased in the case 
and can't give the defendants a fair 


“We'll be using (Pauly Group 


Inc.) to find enough peo- 


ple to make this a rich 
pool,” said Hartleb. 


about here." Hartlebhalscs added r of doing the job the col- | tial," chief attorney Khalil al- 

One display asked France to that a A for the We're going to do this fairly eee Pepecang ogee ey se | etait 

Louisi i © * . . in man, capital of nei rin 

eke katte | es, Vee Poidet wil quickly, but it's going to be a ow ethmorte | Soin 
atmen ; p “ eu: = 

than it has from the American gov-| P¢ 4on€ nationally and very challenging task. his statement by saying We boycotted and we will not 


go back unless our demands are 
met," he said Sunday. The defense 


may include advertising 
in various publications. 


ernment. Another float was themed 


that he hopes the process 
“Fridge Over Troubled Water." In 


to find the next Vice 


- President David Hartleb 


i i Once Pauly Group , team has called for the replacement 
fe Views had a red ane Inc. creates a “rich pool” President will be con- | of the trial’s new chief judge, Raouf 
adomed with a swirly hurricane. of candidates for the 2 posted DEES petore Abdel-Rahman. 

position, the colleges research "2!TOW ed through this process, the end of the spring semester. 
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METRO A2chieva-tle 


"BC ; STO. a 


| UNTV E RS! 
METROPOLITAN COLLEGE 


Success or failure — 

the difference is just a matter of degrees. 
So when you finish your associate's degree at 
Northern Essex Community College, you ll probably 
want to contenue your studies. Thats wity Boston 
University’s Metropolitan College offers bachelor’s 
degrees in 15 disciples. And you can pursue them 
all in the evenings, on a part-time basis. Which 
means you can keen on working while you work 


YOUr Wii TO tne fon 


weer. bueduimet | 617.353.6000) 


Learn about our 50% 
tuition scholarships... 


for select graduates of OF join as for details: 


Northern Essex Community Collec. 


Visit 


Lawrence Canpus 
March 2, 17:30 a.m. — 1:30 pum. 


wriw. bu. edu‘metscholarship Roam 244 


for more information 


Haverhill Carngeus 
Alarch 6,10 am.- 1 pm 
Technalogy Center, Rogen 215 
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New internships directed toward history buffs 


Students gain ‘real 
world’ experience 
at State Park 


By ELYSE ALEXOPOULOS 
Contributing Reporter 


New internships at the Lawrence 
Heritage Visitors Center and the 
Lawrence History Center are avail- 
able this semester to NECC students, 
particularly those who have an inter- 
est in history and are Liberal Arts or 
Political Science majors. 

According to Bill Heineman, lib- 
eral arts program coordinator and 
department chair of history, govern- 
ment, philosophy and economics, the 
internships give students the oppor- 
tunity to “make connections that may 
be useful to them in their career, 
develop new skills and an apprecia- 
tion for the attitudes that are expect- 
ed in the workplace, and make con- 
nections between their work in class 
and in the real world.” 

The Lawrence Heritage Visitors 
Center contains three floors of the- 
matic exhibits, which include com- 
merce and industry, immigration, and 
the Merrimack River and its canals. 

The Lawrence History center, 
located in the former headquarters of 
the Essex Community, is filled with 
historical documents, photographs, 
oral histories, and books and objects 
relating to Lawrence and its heritage. 


Internships at both locations suc- 
cessfully allow a student to perform 
real-life experience, sailing above 
and beyond classroom work. 

“This has been a great opportuni- 
ty for both faculty and the students at 
NECC to serve and the needs of the 
local community,” said Heineman. 
“In return, the 
students cll 
receive work 
experience 
and are better 
able to see the 
relevance of 
their academic 
work. We 
hope to be 
able to expand 
this outreach 
effort to new 
partners and 
to more stu- 
dents in the 
future.” 

The internships are practical and 


Se 


Bill 


provide an opportunity for students 
to apply their new-found knowledge 
in a career-orientated atmosphere. 
Students will conduct tours, staff the 
information desk, answer phone 
calls, and provide assistance with 
exhibit set-ups. 

“Having completed an internship 
myself, I think it is a wonderful 
opportunity for students, and I hope 
we can keep this going every semes- 
ter,” said Richard Padova, history 
department faculty member. 

Heineman and Padova organized 


the internship program with Assistant 
Dean Beth Wilcoxson and Lawrence 
Heritage State Park Director Jim 
Beauchesne. 

According to Padova, the work 
accomplished through the internships 
allows students to “solidify their 
career choices.” 

The major 
goal in orga- 
nizing these 
internships 
was the desire 
to serve both 
the community 
and NECC's 
students better. 
Students bene- 
fit from being 
exposed to 
work where 
they have the 
chance to 
explore their 
academic con- 


File photo 
Heineman and Richard 


Padova, faculty members who 
helped organize the internships 


tent in a real world setting 

“We ask both the students and the 
sponsors to evaluate the internship 
experience at the end. This helps to 
better match students with suitable 
“Not 
every student is meant to work in a 


sponsors,” said Heineman 


museum or a political office and we 
do our best to arrange internships 
where a student's skills and talents 
can be employed successfully.” 

By evaluating the progress of the 
internship opportunities, Heineman 
hopes to continue to improve them 
throughout the semester. 
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Melissa Caron photo 
Outside of Lawrence Heritage State Park Visitors 
Center, one of the two new internship sites. 


We're looking for — 


staff members! 
First staff meeting: 
Friday Febru 10 
12:00-1:00 
Lounge outside C3175 


| Fox more information contact Ginger Hurajt 
| (978 ) 556-3454 ox ghurajt@nece.mass.edu 


Parnassus 
NECCS Literary-Aits Magazine 
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NECC alumnus to compete in 
national college theater festiva 


Jim Brown: ‘It could 
not have happened to 
a better person’ 


By DANIELLE A. JACKSON 
Contributing Reporter 


When Allan Mayo played his 
first small role in an NECC produc- 
tion of William Shakespeare’s 
“Macbeth,” director Jim Murphy 
described his performance as “terri- 
fied, stiff and awkward.” At the 
time, Mayo would never have 
imagined that six years later he 
would -be on his way to 
Washington, D.C. as one of two 
finalists chosen to represent the 
New England region in the 2006 
national competition for the Irene 
Ryan Acting Scholarship. 

When they announced his name 


Courtesy photo 
A 2004 NECC graduate, Mayo now 
attends Salem State College. 


as a finalist, Mayo said that he 
thought, “My god, I did it! I can’t 
believe I did it! I’m going to 
Washington, D.C. to compete with 
15 of the most accomplished 
actors!” 

The competition, the New 
England Regional Kennedy Center 
American College Theater Festival 
(KCACTF), was held Jan. 31 to 
Feb. 5 at Fitchburg State College, 
and is one of eight that was held 
nationally. There are two nominees 
chosen from each of the eight 
regions who receive a $500 schol- 
arship and then go on to compete 
with the other 15 finalists in 
Washington, D.C. in the Kennedy 
Center National Festival. At the 
national competition, two winners 
will receive both an Irene Ryan 
Foundation fellowship and a $2500 
scholarship. 

Mayo competed for this honor 

along with about 166 


other participants, 
including Northern 
Essex Community 
College students Mike 
Zuccola, Melody 
Martinez, Christine 
Murphy, Joey 
O'Donnell, Ozan 
Haksever and _ Tina 


Sheehan, who for all of 
their efforts did not pro- 
ceed beyond the prelimi- 
nary round. 

Said Mayo, “My 
goal this time was to 
make it to the finals — I 
didn’t know that I was 
going to win the whole 
thing. You are up against 
some of the best per- 
formers in New 
England. Being older 
and competing at this 
level pushes me to excel 
and train not only physi- 
cally, but academically. 
It’s not cutthroat, but it 


. 


Courtesy photo 


From left to right: Allan Mayo and his competition partner Robert Savage. 


is competitive, and you cannot for- 
get that there is always someone 
better than you — someone waiting 
to take your role.” 

Not only did Mayo make it to 
the finals, he made it to the final 
two, and was able to snag the award 
for the festival’s best comedic per- 
formance along the way. 

An NECC alumnus and current 
student at Salem State College, 
Mayo performed in six productions 
at Northern Essex before graduat- 
ing in May of 2004 from the 
Liberal Arts: Theater Option pro- 
gram. 

Murphy, who was a mentor to 
Mayo as well as one of his produc- 
tion directors while he was a stu- 
dent at NECC, said, “Allan is the 
first from NECC roots to do this. 
We have had several who made it to 


My goal this time was to make it to the 
finals - I didn’t know that I was going to 
win the whole thing. 


-Allan Mayo 


the regional final round where they 
chose the two, but never anyone to 
go to Washington. It’s hard to 
describe what I felt in watching 
him and name 
announced ~ a sense of elation and 
pride — it couldn’t have happened 
to a better person.” 

As to what is in store for him 


hearing his 


now, Mayo said, “I set high stan- 
dards for myself academically and 
artistically, but I take it a step at a 
time, put one foot in front of the 
other, and go where the journey 
takes me. I’ve already gone far 
beyond my dreams in this career, 
especially compared to where I was 
10 years ago.” 


Dancers attend West Virginia festival 


American College 
Dance Festival is a 
rewarding experience 


By HEATHER WALKER 
Contributing Reporter 


While much of the campus was 
beginning to settle in after a long 
break, NECC dance program direc- 
tor Elaine Mawhinney was on a 12- 
hour drive to Buckhannon, W.Va., 
accompanied by two of her dance 
students. This was more than an 
extended vacation; this was hard 
work. 

For the past 23 years, 
Mawhinney has been taking her 
students to the American College 
Dance Festival. This year, the mid- 
Atlantic conference was held at 


West Virginia’s Wesleyan College 
from Jan. 25 to 29. Of the 12 par- 
ticipating colleges, NECC was the 
only community college present. 
According to Mawhinney, NECC is 
one of only a few community col- 
leges in the nation that offers a 
dance program. 

Other schools present included 
Duke University, Radford 
University, Winthrop University, 
and University of Pittsburgh. 

The festival took place not far 
from where the recent mining dis- 
aster occurred. While there was 
much concern for the miners, con- 
ference coordinator and program 
director at Wesleyan College Bess 
Park Reynolds still took the time to 
make sure everyone felt welcome. 
Mawhinney commented, “Bess 
took the time to hug everyone, and 
make sure we all knew what was 
going on.” 


Reynolds embodied the reason 
Mawhinney feels it is necessary to 
take her students to other regions. 
“New England is a different way of 
life,” said Mawhinney. “Other sec- 
tions of the nation, particularly the 
South, are much more polite.” 

Over the years, Mawhinney has 
traveled up and down the east coast 
with her dancers to participate in 
the festival. In the past is has been 
held in Tampa, Jacksonville, 
Maryland, and Ohio. Since they 
always drive to the event, they are 
limited to places that are within 
reasonable driving distance. 

While everyone is invited to 
attend, only a select few are chosen 
to perform during the adjudication. 
Representing NECC was Renee 
Welcome, a student in one of 
Mawhinney's student composition 
classes last semester. She per- 
formed a piece entitled “I Am,” 


with music by Cindy Morgan. 

In the first half of the piece 
Welcome was bond by _ what 
appeared to be elastics. This was to 
represent her limitations in life by 
society, class, and other obstacles. 
It ended with her breaking free of 
her bonds, and thus, her limitations. 

“It was a very moving piece,” 
said Mawhinney. “She received a 
lot of praise from the adjudicators, 
even after her performance time 
was up. This is not something they 
have to do. It is a big deal.” 

Usually Mawhinney has as 
many as 14 students joining her at 
the festival. The small number this 
year was largely due to a last- 
minute date change, Mawhinney 
said. In the past, they have gone 
around spring break. This year, 
January was the best time to go. 
Had they gone in March, they 
would have attended the southeast 


conference instead of the mid- 
Atlantic division. 

The festival was established in 
1972 by four dance teachers at the 
University of Pittsburgh as an out- 
let for college dancers to present 
their work to professional choreog- 
raphers and receive feedback. At 
the time, none of them dreamed 
how big their little festival would 
become. Presently, there are nine 
regional festivals held throughout 
the year in various parts of the 
country. 

This was the last year attending 
for pioneer of the American 
College Dance Festival, Kacey 
Wiedebusch. Along with founding 
the festival, she has also been 
involved in dance for 50 years. At 
the end of this year, Wiedebusch 
will retire from West Virginia 
University where she is currently 
teaching. 
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Photography program developing 


New facilities and 
full-time professor 
revive curriculum 


By MELISSA CARON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Bryan “Biff” Ward can remem- 
ber a time when it was difficult to be 
a student of photography at NECC. 
“There was one (photo) lab on the 
third floor of the *B’ building, and 
one on the third floor of the ‘C’ 
building,” he recalls. This meant 
that a student would have to develop 
his or her film in the ‘C’ building, 
go down three flights of stairs, then 
outside, into the *B’ building, and 
up three more flights of stairs to a 
second lab — just to make a print. 

It is not a difficult thing for him 
to remember, because it was only 
last year. 

The new photography studio 
and darkroom space in_ the 
Technology Center, however, have 
changed all that. 

“Now we have a wonderful 


Courtesy photo 


Biff Ward has many ideas 
for further improving the 
photograpby department. 


facility!” said Ward. 

NECC photography students are 
impressed by the new photography 
facilities, as well. Keith Croft 
remembers the old photography 
labs. 

“It was crowded. There was no 
door and no ventilation. 
hot in the summer — it was sicken- 
ing.” 

John Snyder recalls how it was 
for classes of 23 students to crowd 
into a lab the size of a bathroom and 
share only eight photo enlargers. 
“You had chemicals going bad 
every 20 minutes because there 
were so many people in there,” he 
said. 

Snyder then added that the new 
facilities are “100 percent better 
than before.” 

Perhaps the most notable new 
development in NECC’s photogra- 
phy program is that, for the first 
time in its history, the college has a 
full-time photography professor 
Ward. Ward has been teaching at 
NECC part-time since 1999, but he 
is eager to use his expanded position 


It was so 


to develop a liberal arts photogra- 
phy option for students. 

There are three part-time pho- 
tography professors at NECC in 
addition to Ward — Kim Pickard and 
new staff members Robert Chiller 
and Marla Sweeney 

In recommending Ward for the 
position, Paul Bevilacqua, vice 
president and dean of academic 
affairs, said, "Bryan has a strong 
academic background in photogra- 
phy and his work is impressive. I'm 
confident that he's going to be able 
to grow our photography program, 
attracting students who want to start 
their own businesses as well as 
those who want to transfer for an 
advanced degree in photography." 
Visual Arts 


Lombard agrees 


major Rhiannon 
“Biff lets stu- 
dents know when they do a good job 
and helps them do a better job,” she 
said 
At the present, the closest stu- 
dents can come to a photography 


major is Visual Arts. According to 


Ward, however, there is a “strong 


Elyssa Notargiacomo photo 
Student Keith Croft prepares the negatives from a 
series of portraits of his 4-year-old daughter. 
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The new photography lab in the Technology Center is spacious and well-ventilated. 


interest” in a photography degree 
here. 

“I’m hoping NECC will pull 
through and get a photography 
major,” said Lombard. “It would 
save me a lot of money.” 

Ward said that there are current- 
ly about 125 photography students 
per semester, many of them plan- 
ning to transfer to 4-year colleges to 
major in photography 

He said that NECC is develop- 
ing articulation agreements with 
Massachusetts College of Art and 
New Hampshire Institute of Art 
“We have had lots of success trans- 
ferring students,” he said 

According to Ward, the photog- 
raphy classes currently offered at 
NECC are Introduction to 
Photography, Advanced 
Photography I, Il and III, and 
Introduction to Digital Photography 
Ward said that he would like to offer 
courses in documentary photogra- 
phy, advanced digital photography, 
and an advanced class exploring 
experimental processes in develop- 
ing film. 

Ward’s further plans for the pho- 
tography program include institut- 
ing a full-scale photography gallery 
in the Technology Center’s multi- 
purpose room. He said that the 
president of the college has already 
approved this idea and that all that is 
lacking is funding. He would also 
like to get an artist residency pro- 
gram going. 

Another project Ward is work- 
ing on involves a collection of glass 
plate negatives he came across and 
has been making into prints. The 
photographs show local scenes from 
the 1800s. Ward said he does not 
know who the photographer was, 
but that he wants to do an exhibition 
so that people can see this piece of 
the region’s history. 

“I want (the college) to be a 
photographic resource center for the 
community,” said Ward. 


OT, 4 
‘ — a 
Courtesy photo 
Rhiannon Lombard’s suggestion for improving the new 


darkroom: “The curtain (at the entrance) could be some- 
thing else - maybe a door would be nice.” 
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Singer-songwriters perform at 
North Andover coffeehouse 


Anais Mitchell and 
Antje Duvekot delight 
audience 


By MELIssA CARON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


On Feb. 11, 
singer-song- 
writers Antje 
Duvekot and 
Anais Mitchell 
played a dou- 
ble bill at 
Crossroads 
Café in North 
Andover, 
ME wal is: 3s 
Although both women classify their 
music as folk, each has her own dis- 
tinctive style both in music and in 
personality, which made for an 
engaging and emotive show. 

Duvekot is originally from 


Heidelberg, Germany, and came to 
the United States as a young teenag- 
er. There is an interesting story 
behind every one of Duvekot's 
songs, and she tells each one well 
with just a trace of a German accent. 

Many of Duvekot's stories have 
to do with her ambivalent sense of 
spirituality. She said that the first 
thing her parents would always do 
upon entering a hotel room would 
be to get the Gideon Bible out of the 
nightstand drawer and throw it in 
the trash. They also taught her to be 
wary of four-leafed clovers, because 
they were mutations. Thus, she 
often writes about her struggle to 
reconcile faith and reason, luck and 
logic. 

Duvekot began the show with a 
song called “Judas,” which personi- 
fies Judas Iscariot as a young boy 
living in our generation, struggling 
with inner demons as he watches 
another child named Jesus live the 
perfect life. 

When she introduced the song 


Rebekah Caron photo 


Antje Duvekot won the 2000 grand prize in the rock 
category in the John Lennon songwriting contest. 


Hitmakers’ sales are sliding big-time 


Santana, Ashlee 
Simpson, Sheryl 
Crow, Scott Stapp not 
what they used to be 


By JIM FARBER 
New York Daily News (KRT) 


In today's flagging music mar- 
ket, no one is safe from falling 
sales. 

Not even pop's one-time might- 
iest names. 

Take Santana. No one expected 
the veteran star to sustain anything 
like the sales of his 1999 block- 
buster CD "Supernatural," which 


moved a whopping 11.5 million 
platters. But at least its follow-up, 
2003's "Shaman," managed to push 
an impressive 2.5 million CDs. The 
new "All That I Am," however, has 
moved only 568,832 in 12 weeks. 
It's down to No. 85 on the Billboard 
Top 200 Album chart. 

While Santana's previous two 
CDs each boasted multi-format hits 
(the strategy behind their use of 
singers from different genres to 
begin with), this time none of the 
pairings crossed over to the 
Mainstream Top 40. "All That I 
Am's" most-played cut, the appeal- 
ing "I'm Feeling You" (sung by 
Michelle Branch), did swimmingly 
only on adult-oriented stations (lis- 
tened to by the most sluggish buy- 
ers). Santana's previous CD scored 


“Pearls,” she called it her “searching 
for God” The 
“Reasonland” speaks of a preacher's 
wife who feels like a “tired tightrope 
dancer” and just wants a “penny for 
her faith.” 

Duvekot played a red guitar and 
looked far off into the distance when 
she sang. Her alto voice is smooth, 
gentle and heartfelt. She wore her 
natural-colored hair tied up with lots 
of clips and pants patched together 
with swatches of calico. 

On several songs, Duvekot was 
backed up by Shawn Staples on 
mandolin, and she played banjo on 
one song and electric guitar on 
another. 

“] brought every instrument I 
know how to play and some I really 
don't,” she said. 

One of the highlights of 
Duvekot's set was a song called 
“Dandelion.” “This is kind of a sea- 
sonal (Valentine's Day) song,” she 
said. “It's about rejection.” 

The last song Duvekot played 
was perhaps the most moving, a del- 
icate take on the situation in the 
Middle East. “I tried not to take a 
side, which I know is an uncommon 
thing to do,” she said. 

The song called 
“Jerusalem,” and it featured such 
lines as “Jerusalem...you lie bleed- 
ing at the doorways of Eden,” and 
“Jerusalem...where the scars are as 
deep as the rivers and as old as the 
land.” 

Mitchell was the second to per- 
form, and after Duvekot's quiet 
grace, her enthusiasm was at first 
jarring. Rather than becoming 
annoying with time, however, it 
became endearing. 

Mitchell sparkles. She constant- 
ly wears an impish grin and burns 
off nervous energy between sets 
running her fingers through her 
short blond hair. Her voice is strong 
and high and clear, and she moves in 
time to even her slower songs and 
makes eye contact with audience 
members as she plays. 

Mitchell currently lives in 
Montpelier, Vt., but she has lived in 
Austin and also studied for a time in 
Cairo. 


song. song 


was 


a Top 5 Mainstream smash with 
"The Game of Love," also sung by 
Branch. 

Singing-impaired teen star 
Ashlee Simpson has had her com- 
mercial trials, as well. While 
Simpson's first album, 
"Autobiography," moved nearly 3 
million copies two years ago, her 
latest, "I Am Me," has failed to go 
platinum after 14 weeks in play. It 
has sold just 789,302 copies, with 
sales dropping between 20 percent 
and 50 percent per week in the first 
month of this year. Last week, the 
album fell out of the Top 50 entire- 
ly. 

While many believed 
Simpson's "SNL" scandal wouldn't 
affect her career - thinking that her 
young audience cares more about 
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Anais Mitchell’s music is provocative and lively. 


Her first piece was a thought- 
provoking take on the Patriot Act, 
which she said she felt gained new 
meaning in the wake of the recent 
government tapping scandal. Called 
“1984.” it referred to the George 
Orwell novel of the same name. 

“Excuse me a minute - Big 
Brother's at the door. He's here to 
party like it's 1984.” 

Other highlights of Mitchell's 
set included an updated take on 
Johnny Cash's “Tennessee Stud,” 
the token breakup song “Changer,” 
and a touching song called “Orion” 
which she wrote about an ex-band- 
mate who passed away 

The best parts of Mitchell's set, 
however, were her songs inspired by 
the time she spent in Egypt. She and 
Duvekot harmonized for “Before 
the Eyes of Storytelling Girls,” 
which was inspired by the Middle 
Eastern singer who was broadcast 


identifying with the singer than 
with issues of credibility - at this 
point it's hard to be sure. Either 
way, radio hasn't helped. While 
Simpson's previous album boasted 
a monster hit with "Pieces of Me" 
(No. 1 for five weeks), the first sin- 
gle from the latest CD, 
"Boyfriend," barely made the Top 
20. Also, Simpson no longer has an 
MTV show ("The Ashlee Simpson 
Show") to push her product. 

Sheryl Crow has taken a rough- 
ly equal tumble, but she has only 
herself to blame. Crow's previous 
four studio albums all sold at least 
2 million copies apiece. But the 
new "Wildflower" reached the end 
of its plucking season with just 
678,070 sold. It's all the way down 
to No. 119 after 17 weeks. Crow's 


live on the radio Thursday nights. 

She also sang an Arabic folk 
song a capella, which was stunning- 
ly beautiful. The piece was perfect 
for her clear voice, and she attacked 
the Arabic-style turns and grace 
notes effortlessly. 

“This is amazing,” Mitchell said 
of the show. “I think that the church 
basement, when it's done well - 
nothing compares to it.” 

Crossroads Café rents its base- 
ment space from a church, and it 
serves cheesecake and brownies on 
real plates with real silverware. 
Staff members pass out cushions for 
audience members to put on the 
metal folding chairs. 

Duvekot will be playing on 
April 28 with Ellis Paul at the 
Somerville Theater, and Mitchell 
will be playing at the Lizard Lounge 
on April 7 with Peter Mulvey. 


problem? The music itself. It's a 
slow drag of a record, drenched in 
strings that make the whole thing 
sound like some narcoleptic ver- 
sion of Elton John's "Madman 
Across the Water." 

Perhaps the biggest comedown 
for a one-time sales champ, though, 
has struck macho singer Scott 
Stapp. While fronting the creative- 
ly appalling - but commercially 
unstoppable - band Creed, Stapp 
helped move more than 6 million 
copies of the group's final CD. But 
his solo debut, "Great Divide," 
pushed only 341,797 copies before 
slumping to a barely-there No, 124. 
A pop truism slapped Stapp down 
to earth: Lose your band's brand 
name, and you lose the crowd. 
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I’ve BEEN HAVING SUIGIOAL 
THOUGHTS LATeLY, Doc. 


AW, YES! THE STRANGE 
Mystery BEYOND 
THE GRAVE! 


How DOES Sweer 
ETERNAL PARADISE 
GRaBwB You? 


WeLL, IN THAT CASE... 
FROM NOW ON, You'Lr 


PAY IN ADVANCE. 


BATHWG IN THE 
INNER LIGHT OF 
Gods cosmic Jo4! 


THE BLISS OF 
ABSoLUTE 
PERFECTION! 


UNITED IN THE 
DIVINE INFINITE / 


A College Girl Named Joe 


\F 1 SEE SOMEONE 
THAT I PONT WANT 10 
TAK 10, LACT LIKE I’M 
TALKING ON MY PHONE 
UNTIL THEY GO AWAY. 


LPON’T KNOW 
WHAT 1'7 70 
WITHOUT MY 


Two Dudes 


AFTER NINE YEARS OF GOING TO 
THIS COLLEGE, PAYING INFLATE? 
FEES, AND HAVING NOTHING 10 SAY 
ABOUT IT, J. FINALLY CAUGHT AN 
ERROR '\ WY FINANCIAL AID, DUDE! 


AN? I'LL FINALLY 
EET 10 SHOW THEM THEY 
CAN'T GET AWAY WIT} 
ANYTHING THEY WANT/ 


/ 


Vy 
S A 
© 
> Ns 


The Family Monster by Josh Shalek 


My, Soul T've been 
\oo king ql) over for iS 


THAT’S 
RUPE. 


m 


www. AmazingAaronArt. cc 


Wait 4 minute 
Diech's 


AmazingAaronArt.com 


we 


Soul 


by Aaron Warner 


OOPS. 
L THINK J JUST 
SQTACAL. 


by Aaron Warner 


LOVE AND oneness 
IN THE PALACE 
OF IMMoRTALI TY! 


Crosswor 


ACROSS 
1 Labyrinths 
6 Has-__ 

10 Ear cleaner 

14 Representative 

15 Church part 

16 Actor Nicolas 

17 Billiards stroke 

18 Abridgment of 
freedom 

20 Mary or John 
Jacob 

21 Speller’s test 

22 Unexpected 
triumph 

23 Bordeaux 
brothers 

25 Dreaded fly 

26 Cassowary 
cousin 

28 Poetic 
contraction 

29 Sizzling 

30 Highlands 
wraparound 

32 Dumbfounded 

38 “Dallas” 
matriarch 

40 Actor Holbrook 

41 Break off 

42 Some places of 
learning 

45 Actress Magnani 

46 General Arnold 

47 “__ Gang” 

49 Lair 

50 Charged particle 

54 Chirps 

56 Embankment 

57 Antonio 

58 Not in any way 

61 Profusion 

63 Exchange 

64 Noel 


All rights reserved. 


6 Old-fashioned 
quartet 
7 Fencers’ foils 
8 Latin being 
9 Seine, e.g. 
10 Land's end? 
11 Middle section 
12 Ms. de Mille 
13 Midler or Davis 
19 Rural 
24 Actor Stephen 
25 Heavy weight 
26 Supplemented, 
65 Speaker's the hard way 
platform 27 Uris novel, “__ 
66 Made a request 18” 
67 Proofer's save 29 Lack of 
68 ___ out substance 
(withdraws) 31 Seventh tones 
69 Loamy deposit 33 Eastern way 
34 Salton or 
DOWN Caspian 
1 Cass Elliot, for 35 Deal clincher 
one 36 Feudal serf 
2 Turkish leaders 37 College bigwig 
3 With gusto 39 Reverberated 
4 David of CNN 43 Solo in “Star 
5 Music player Wars” 


THANK You, SWAMI / 
Tavsr wis T HAD 
Some Money TO PAY 
You FoR YOUR SOOTHING 
UNSTOM, 


whe 


YOu DION'T LET me 
FINISH, FoR You, 
LT SEE HELLFIRE 


ROY 
A) 


> 
N o 
= ¥ 
¢ = nN 
Bi SHR SET 
> _ = 


© 2006 Tribune Media Services, inc. 


Solutions 


44 Take to court 
48 Temporary car 
50 Broadway 
offerings 57 Ginger treat 
51 Disprove 59 Pindar works 
52 Botanic structure 60 Ties the knot 
53 Principle of faith 62 Brouhaha 


54 Unspoken 
55 Fragmentary 
sculpture 
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UMASS 


INTERESTED IN TRANSFERRING 
TO UMASS-LOWELL ? 


The Director of Transfer Admissions 
Will Be on the Haverhill Campus of NECC 
In The Lobby of Spurk “C” Building 


Thursday, February 2, 2006 
From 10:30am — 12:30pm 


Monday, March 6, 2006 
From 10:30am — 12:30pm 


_ Tuesday, April 4, 2006 
From 10:30am — 12:30pm 


Monday, May 8, 2006 
From 10:30am — 12:30pm 


e To Evaluate NECC Transcripts On-Site 


| 


e To Answer Questions About Their College Programs 


e To Determine The Transferability of NECC Credits 


e To Provide Application Forms, To Give Assistance in 
Completing Application Forms, and To Answer Any 
Questions About Applying to The College 


e To Accept Completed Applications and Application Fees 


e To Give Conditional Acceptance If The Student Has A Complete 
Application Package 


HOSTED BY THE NECC ACADEMIC ADVISING CENTER 


Academic Advising Center 1/06 
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Some of us are still 
living in the fifties 


By MELODY MARTINEZ 
Trends Editor 


I've been 
sizing up the 
dating circuit. 
Asking ques- 
tions, research- 
ing and finding 
out what’s con- 
sidered proper 
date etiquette 
these days, 
only to find out 

that no one agrees on anything any- 
more, especially men and women. 
Should I be surprised? Well, no. 
Fortunately for me, I was able to 
take matters into my own hands this 
weekend and do a little private 
investigating. I went on a date. 

Now, don’t get me wrong. I did- 

n't just go on this date for the sake 
of research. Being generally 
intrigued by this certain single 
male, I took the initiative to ask him 
for his phone number and suggested 
we get together for coffee or dinner 
some time. All the while, I figured, 
this might be a good chance to 
catch up on a common, awkward 
social trend. 

We went out for drinks and fol- 

lowed suit t with dinner and a movie. 
“It was a typical outing between two 


Feb. 15, 2006 


Dating etiquette 101 


twenty-somethings. The word “typ- 
ical” starts ringing bells, though. I 
soon wondered, 

“What is typical date eti- 
quette?” When it comes to driving, 
paying and ordering who should 


ordering their own food, but being 
that they're women, it ‘means he 
should simply and without question 
pay for the meal. Some men, I 
found, agree — one anonymous fig- 


ure citing that he would feel less of 


that’s a valid gesture, but I hardly 
think of asking the guy how much 
he makes on the first date. It just 
sends out the wrong idea, you 
know? 

Finally, there’s the happy medi- 


take the lead? I’m not very sur- 
prised that most people, mainly 
females, have quite a grip on tradi- 
tion. 

The general consensus is that 
they (females) are quite capable of 


a man if he didn’t pay and that there 
shouldn’t even be a question about 
the male paying. 

Then there are others of the 
belief that whoever makes the most 
money, pays. To an extent, I think 


KRT photo 


um maneuver. The one where both 
of you pay for your own damage. 
Ever notice how this never happens 
naturally? That is, no one ever 
decides at the onset that. they're 
paying for their own food and if 


you do, well, that makes it seem 
like less of a date to begin with, 
right? I’ve discovered that this 
method can never be done with 
stealth. 

When the check comes, I gener- 
ally reach for my wallet. I admit, 
there have been times when I’ve 
done this in hopes of getting the 
“No, no, my treat!” response, but 
being a woman of the times, I feel 
that ideally, the responsibility 
should be shared. If he’s okay with 
it, I don’t mind paying either my 
half or if at all, the whole check. If 
I pay and there’s a second date, | 
might expect to be treated with the 
same generosity. 

What really intrigues me, 
though, is when the other person 
doesn’t even bat an eyelash when 
they see me reach for my purse. 
How am I supposed to read that? 
Should I be worried that this isn’t a 
date after all? Or worse, that 
they’ve decided there’s no hope for 
a second outing? 

I'll admit, my traditional half 
wants to see at least an offer 
extended from the other end of the 
table. But here I am, confused and 
left with the mind frame of a social- 
ly awkward preteen at a school 
dance. With Valentine’s Day fast 
approaching, I begin to wonder if 
there’s really any answer to these 
questions and if culturally speak- 
ing, we haven’t come as far in the 
_ dating | world as I'd ideally like to 
think we have. 


ARIES (March 21- 
ee i April 20) Public reputation 
and physical appearance 
Aries are now important to busi- 
ness success. Early this 
week, expect key officials to assign 
complex duties or ask for special 
favors. Refuse to focus on yesterday's 
limits or disagreements and respond 
quickly to new instructions: your group 
leadership will be appreciated. Friday 
through Sunday highlight bold discus- 
sions with close family members. 
Social obligations, home expectations 
and group planning are accented: stay 
focused. 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) Monday through 
Thursday, business paper- 
work, legal documents or 
corporate permissions may 
be poorly defined or misleading. 
Group errors or miscalculations from 
approximately 16 weeks ago will this 
week demand clarity. Remain deter- 
mined: before next week authority fig- 
ures are privately evaluating workplace 
efforts. Later this week, a trusted friend 
may need to explain their recent social 
behavior. Fear of isolation and hidden 
jealousies are accented: remain diplo- 
matic. 


Taurus 


GEMINI (May 21- 

June 21) Home relation- 

ships will this week enjoy a 

Gemini meaningful phase of social 
harmony. Loved ones will 

opt for group events, honest discus- 
sions and shared duties. Use this time 
to regain perspective and establish new 
family agreements: you won't be disap- 
pointed. After Thursday, workplace 
duties will steadily increase. Many 


Geminis will this week be asked to cor- 
rect the mistakes of a colleague or act 
as group leader. Don't hesitate: key 
officials will soon offer permanent 
rewards. 


CANCER (June 22- 
( )) July 22) New friends or co- 
workers will no longer hide 
Cancer their feelings or avoid subtle 
questions. After Tuesday, expect pri- 
vate attractions to be publicly acknowl- 
edged or easily expressed. Minor jeal- 
ousies or competing egos may be an 
underlying theme. If so, clearly state 
your needs, boundaries and romantic 
aspirations. | Thursday through 
Saturday, financial expectations in the 
home may need to change. Timed pay- 
ments and large purchases are high- 
lighted: stay alert. 


oy 


Leo 


LEO (July 23-Aug 
22) Over the next few 
days, quick glimpses of the 
future are accurate. 
Through the actions of others, many 
Leos will now witness their own busi- 
ness or financial potential. Study the 
career mistakes, fast opportunities or 
last minute reversals of friends and col- 
leagues for valuable clues. After 
Friday, romantic relationships will also 
be affected. Pay attention to subtle 
comments or private observations. 
Bold proposals may soon be expected: 
pace yourself and wait for obvious sig- 


nals. 
Q promising but delayed this 
Va week. Over the next seven 


days, a close friend or relative may out- 


VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22) Financial proposals are 


line a risky business venture or new 
career goal. Unique payment arrange- 
ments may be an ongoing concem. Go 
slow and carefully complete all out- 
standing paperwork. After Thursday, 
friends and lovers may be briefly intro- 
spective or moody. Don't push for 
immediate answers: loved ones may 
now need extra time to evaluate recent 
social or family changes. 


Q 


Libra 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) Established workplace 
policies, although worth- 
while, may soon be can- 
celled. Before mid-week, 
watch for a fast flurry of paperwork 
and public discussion. Many Librans 


will now encounter rapid changes of 


personnel, job titles or corporate agen- 
das. Wait for confirmation before 
proposing fresh concepts. Later this 
week, a new friend may request a rare 
romantic introduction. Private love 
affairs, long distance relationships or 
revised marital status may be accented: 


stay sharp. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
HI, Nov. 22) New friends may 
this week offer misinfor- 
Scorpio mation or vague responses 
concerning _ relationship 
commitments or social obligations. 
Probe for private facts, dates or details. 
Family information or past romantic 
history may be a key issue: study 
responses for valuable clues. Thursday 
through Saturday is an excellent time 
to ask authority figures for special per- 
missions or new agreements. Carefully 
research all financial options and 
revised property contracts: improve- 
ment is available. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
23-Dec. 21) Before mid- 
week, colleagues are easily 
ittarius4istracted with new leader- 
~~ ship duties or creative work 
proposals. Although both are positive, 
authority figures may privately disap- 
prove. Avoid public discussion, if pos- 
sible, and opt for quiet activities or 
small tasks. Wednesday through 
Saturday, a complex friendship may 
briefly expand or intensify. If so, 
expect mild romantic triangles and 
controversial invitations. Trust your 
first impressions: new commitments 
may prove draining. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 20) Business part- 
nerships will this week 
Capricom work to your advantage. 

After Tuesday, expect 
newly proposed career ventures to 
bring added financial freedom. 
Common agreement will soon trigger 
shared rewards: discuss all possibilities 
with potential work mates or long-term 
friends. Wednesday through Saturday, 
romantic and social invitations will 
increase. Pay special attention to 
unique proposals from co-workers or 
work officials. Remain diplomatic: 
passions will be high, 


W AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 
WN Feb. 19) Over the next 

~ eight days, forgotten 
records, legal details and 
missed payments, although annoying, 
are vital to success. Many Aquarians 
will soon be asked to clarify wnitten 
documents or financial contracts. Don't 
neglect necessary duties or small tasks: 
in the coming weeks ignored paper- 
work will quickly become unmanage- 


able. Thursday through Sunday, a 
friend or relative may announce an 
unexpected family expansion or com- 
plex travel plan. Don't probe: tensions 
are unavoidable. 


Ht 


Pisces 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) A close relative 
or friend may this week 
propose a rare business 
improvement or creative 
lifestyle change, Sudden career rever- 
sals or risky job opportunities may be a 
strong influence. Take time for serious 
discussion: a detailed review of the 
facts will provide the appropriate route 
to success. After Wednesday, work- 
place restrictions will be addressed: 
expect key officials to announce 
revised policies or cancelled programs. 
Remain patient: change will eventually 
work in your favor. 


If your birthday is this week; Much 
of 2006 will trigger employment 
changes and new relations with author- 
ity figures. After mid-March, expect 
several months of fast job reversals or 
conflicting business information. All 
will work to your advantage by late 
July, so not to worry, Do, however, 
expect dramatic outbursts between col- 
leagues or sudden business cancella- 
tions. Later this summer, a romantic 
relationship will require serious deci- 
sion concerning home roles, living 
arrangements or social announce- 
ments. Throughout much of July and 
August, loved ones may challenge new 
friendships, express a deep need for 
change or press for long-term commit- 
ment. Stay open to vital improvements: 
in the coming weeks and months key 
relationships will need to be publicly 
defined and celebrated. 
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Burgess ends her NECC career 


Crystal Burgess left 
the court for the last 
time as a member of 
the Lady Knights 


By Ryan MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


With under 
a minute to 
play the arena 
rose to its feet 
in ovation. No 


basket was 
scored and the 
game was 


already out of 
reach, but still 
they stood. 
They applauded for the player leav- 
ing the court as a substitution was 
made. They applauded Crystal 
Burgess. 

The moment was something 
that head coach Tony Staffiere had 
hoped he would be able to provide. 

“TJ had been thinking about all 
day,” Staffiere said. “She made her 
final shot and I wanted to give her, 
her moment.” 

February 9 marked Burgess’ 
last game as a member of the 
Northern Essex women's basketball 
team. A two-year starter, Burgess 


A basketball signed teammates 
was presented to the graduat- 
ing players during senior night, 
this one to Crystal Burgess. 


tary from Christine Costa. 


took on the role of team captain this 
season and led the Lady Knights 
both on and off the court. 

For Burgess, her two years at 
Northern Essex are memorable 
ones. Despite the fact that the pro- 
gram has not experienced much 
success, for Burgess the two sea- 
sons were meaningful. Last season 
she was named to the First Team 
All-New England and aside from 
being an All-American honorable 
mention. She also holds the 
women's single game scoring 
record of 50 points, which she 
accomplished on Dec. 6 of last year 
against Quinsigamond. 

The unfortunate demotion of 
the women's program from varsity 
to club status this season cost 
Burgess more then just a chance at 
more hardware. It also cost her a 
year of eligibility. 

“She could have sat out this 
year and had three years of eligibil- 
ity left after when she transferred,” 
said Staffiere. “If she had told me 
she was not going to play I would- 
n't have blamed her. Not many ath- 
letes would have sacrificed like she 
did. She will be an example I use 
for the rest of my coaching days.” 

It was not until the season was 
about to get going that Burgess 
learned that the basketball season 
was being changed to a club. 

“I'm one of those people that 
just has to play,” said Burgess. “I 


worked hard to get people out and 
by the time I learned we were going 
club, my adrenaline was already 
pumping and I was ready to go.” 

Aside from the game, Burgess 
recognizes the significance of the 
people she has played with. 

“TI will miss everyone on the 
team,” Burgess said. “They are 
like sisters to me.” 

Following the final game 
Staffiere, the players as well as 
Burgess’ mom and grandparents 
convened in room D129 for an after 
party. Aside from a lush spread, 
including cheese-its and cream 
cheese, the team put Burgess on the 
hot seat and presented her with a 
few tokens of their appreciation, 
each accompanied by its own, 
slightly embarrassing, story. 

Staffiere started the gifts with a 
story of the first week of practice 
where Burgess, “looking three 
shades of green” nearing the end of 
practice, then disappeared for a few 
moments only to reappear looking 
white. Staffiere learned that his 
captain had eaten a number three 
from KFC on the ride over to prac- 
tice. Thus, Burgess was presented 
with KFC bucket filled with candy. 

Christine Costa followed with a 
story about driving to a game and 
getting lost while and eventually 
ending up in a cemetery, which 
they also got lost in. Costa then 
handed Burgess a box, which con- 


Head coach Tony Staffiere retells the story of 


the significants of the KFC bucket as a gift. 
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tained a pink teddy bear dressed in 
a basketball outfit, named “Crystal 
Ice 

The final gift was presented by 
Merri Burr. It was a framed 
Northern Essex 
practice jersey that 
also contained pic- 
tures and a message 
from the team, 
which read: 

“You were our 
support, courage 
and consistency. 
When we were 
down you were 
there to pick us up. 
You stared fear in 
the face and no mat- 
ter what you were 
determined to stay 
strong. For that we 
will always love 
you and cherish 
your friendship. 
Love Always, 
2005-06 NECC.” 

Following the 
gifts, a slightly 
emotional Burgess 
thanked her coach 
and teammates with 
hugs, slightly taken 
back by all of the 
praise 

“You guy's are 
acting like you are 
never going to see 


Burgess and Staffiere hug after the presentation for gifts. 


me again,” Burgess joked. “T'll be 
in the gym tomorrow.” 

Although her Northern Essex 
days may be done, there is still 
plenty in store for Crystal Burgess. 


A frames practice jersey, with photos 
and a personal message from team- 
mates was created but Staffiere and 
Merri Burr for Burgess.. 


Burgess admires the framed jersey, photos and message from 
her teammates. 
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Knights gear up for playoff push 


The final week will 
set up a profound 
post season pictire 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


For the men's basketball team, 
the final week of the season will be 
key. With two games against league 


opponents, how the Knights play will 
decide the seeding for the state and 
region title. 

The Knights stand with a league 
record of 7-6 and are tied for 4th. 

“With our league wins I think 
we're in,” said head coach Darren 
Stratton. “Now we are just playing 
for seeding.” 

The key to winning for the 
Knights, as it has been all season, 
will be defense and rebounding. 


Winter waits 


Skiing and nature 
hikes featured in new 
college club 


By Jay COOREY 
Contributing Reporter 


No sooner 
d i d 
Punxsutawney 
Phil glance at 
his dreaded 
shadow, the 
temperature 
dropped and a 
storm gathered 
with New 
England's 
name all over 
it. While it way seem like a bleak 
end to this unseasonably mild winter, 
there is hope for those who still want 
to get outdoors and have fun. 

Beginning Feb. 15, the Polar 
Bear club will debut with some out- 
door activities for all to take part in 
such as cross-country skiing and trail 
hiking. The group will meet on 
Wednesdays: outside near Kenoza 
Lake. 

Tony Staffiere, the head of the 
recreation department, wanted to 
coordinate a new group on campus 
aimed at bringing everyone on cam- 
pus together while at the same time 


eltics hit skid, despite big 


76ers for the eight and final play-off 


At 20-31, Celtics 
need strong finish to 
reach play-offs 


By Curis RAGOZA 
Contributing Reporter 


Don’t look 
now, but it 
looks like the 
Celtics will be 


in the NBA 
Lottery again 


this year. Our 
Beantown 
Boys have lost 
six of their last 
eight games 
and have no signs of getting better. 
The Celtics are 20-31, tenth in 
the eastern conference and three and 
a half games behind the Philadelphia 


getting people to go outdoors on a 
blustery cold day. The New club is 
open to all on campus, from jocks to 
geeks, students to faculty and anyone 
else associated with the campus, and 
some equipment like skies and poles 
are available. 

“I wanted to come up with ideas 


for everyone’s interest,” said 


“Getting on the glass is key,” said 
Stratton. “In the games that we have 
lost this year it has been lack of 
rebounding that has killed us. At this 
stage of the season it is a game of 
will. We have no problem offensive- 
ly. 1 know we can score.” 

The Knights have shown signs of 
being a strong team but have had 
trouble pulling it together for extend- 
ed periods of time. The inconsisten- 
cy has been a season long problem. 


for po 


Staffiere, who also coaches the 
women’s basketball team. “As much 
as I love working in the rec. depart- 
ment, I’d love to see someone from 
the library down here.” 

Though the club is going to dab- 
ble in cross-country skiing, there will 
also be outdoor hiking and nature 
walks, which are already popular 


Cet 
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The paths around Kenoza Lake will make up the trails 
used by the polar bear club. 


spot, and the all-star break is right 
around the corner. The Celtics will 
need a lot of help to make it into the 
post-season at the rate they are 
going. 

Every time the Celtics seem to 
be clicking General 
Manager Danny Ainge seems to find 
a new player that he wants, and will 


together, 


do everything in his power to get 
him. 

Antoine Walker, Ricky Davis, 
Marcus Banks and Walter McCarty 
are household names that are no 
longer with the Celtics 

Granted the Celtics did obtain a 
so called “Terrific Scorer” in Wally 
Szezerbiak from the Minnesota 
Timberwolves when they traded 
Davis and Banks, along with Mark 
Blount and Justin Reed, but what do 
they have to show for it in nine 
games so far, a 3-6 record, including 
a stretch of six consecutive loses. 


So far Szczerbiak has played 
sloppy with the C’s. He has seemed 
out of place with his new teammates 
and is even quoted on ESPN.com 
saying “I have never been in an 
offense when | have to touch the ball 
this much.” 

It could be the youth that Ainge 
has brought to the franchise. On the 
fourteen-man roster, eight players 
are under the age of twenty-five and 
one (Rookie Gerald Green) can’t 
even drink alcohol legally. 

The bright spots in the Celtic’s 
season so far has been the outstand- 
ing play by second year men Al 
Jefferson, Delonte West, and Tony 
Allen. 

This sophomore trio has had fans 
jumping out of their seats all year 
long; from “Big Al’s” monstrous 
slam dunks or big-time blocks to 
Delonte’s terrific defensive shut 
downs on some of the best guards in 
the league to Allen’s ability to go on 


If they can get on a roll when it 
counts, they will be a tough team to 
contend with when the tournament 
comes around. 

“We have had stints this year 
where we have been very good but 
we have also had stints where we 
have been bad,” said Stratton. “If we 
get can get some consistency in the 
final week, I would not want to play 
us. In my opinion there is very little 
difference in this league between the 


number | and the number 6 seeds. 
On any given night anyone can win. 
All we have to do is come to play.” 

The playoff picture will be final- 
ized later this week and the post sea- 
son begins on Feb, 22. The site of 
these games is still unknown and will 
depend on the team seeding, with the 
higher seeded team hosting, so their 
is a possibility that the Knight could 
host playoff action. 


ar bears 


along Kenoza Lake. 
So don’t worry if this 
“extended fall” con- 
tinues, there are still 
activities to enjoy. 
The lay out of 
the campus gives the 
recreation depart- 
ment a unique 
opportunity. 
Staffiere is pleased 
to be teaching on a 
campus where you 
can take advantage 
of the landscape. 
“We're blessed 
with this kind of 
campus in this coun- 
try,” said Staffiere. 
“This couldn’t take 
place in a city like 
Lawrence 
Boston.” 


Ryan McAskill photo 


°F Melody Stein and Trish Aubin hike the 


Well, you could, trails around Kenoza Lake. 


but that would be 
the first ever case of extreme cross- 
country skiing with traffic 

The land around the Lake has 10 
different trails and different skill lev- 
els, some flat trails and others that 
are more rocky terrain. 

The club begins on Feb. 15 and 
Staffiere is hopeful to have a good 
crowd on hand. Regardless of the 
number, Staffiere is not one to com- 
plain, he understands a commuter 
campus is a tough place to gather lots 
of people with regularity. 


a scoring tear in a matter of minutes. 

But as we know lately with the 
C’s, when something goes good, 
there is always something bad to 
even things out. 

Jefferson injured his ankle dur- 
ing a loss to the Clippers on the 3rd 
of February and has not been in the 
line-up since. Allen also has had 
some run-ins with the law including 
aggravated assault and battery and 
still has not cleared some of his 
charges. 

It’s not how the C’s are finishing 
games; it’s how they are starting. In 
the games they have lost lately, they 
have had to overcome huge second 
half deficits just to make it a game. 
Players like West and Jefferson have 
to step it up earlier in the game 
because Davis (who was a huge part 
of the offense) is gone and 
Szezerbiak still has to get use to the 
offense. 

Whether it’s going to be another 


“Whether one or 100 show up, 
it’s still worth it. It’s not something 
you have to commit to, it’s some- 
thing you can do between classes or 
before work.” 

So don’t get too down about win- 
ter starting now, global warming has 
done wonders delaying its crushing 
blow. If you're looking to keep 
active and to interact with other stu- 
dents or staff members, look no fur- 
ther than dusting off your winter coat 
and grabbing some skis and some 
hiking boots, 


trade 


season in which the C’s are waiting 
around for that Lottery Day or they 
push for a play-off run after the all- 
star break is yet to be seen. It is still 
a young team and with Paul Pierce 
still on your roster you are going to 
have a chance every night that you 
step on the court. 

The Celtics are still a prized 
NBA franchise but it might be losing 
its credibility every year. The ques- 
tion remains: are these young play- 
ers eventually going to mold into 
NBA stars or we are looking at one 
of the dumbest GM’s in basketball 
history. 

Currently, the Celtics have won 
two in a row and looked impressive 
in each win. Only time will tell if 
the Celtics will be able to mesh 
enough to capture a play-off spot or 
if they will preparing for the lottery 
draft. 
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The 2006 NASCAR 
season begins with 
this weekend 


By DANIELLE SIECZKOWSKI 
Contributing Reporter 


As football fans mourn the end 
of their sport’s season, race fans 
everywhere are searing up for theirs. 
It is not hard to see why auto racing 
has become one of America’s hottest 
sports. Whether heading out to a 
local track on a Friday or Saturday 
night, or tuning into a NASCAR 
race, these fans can’t get enough of 
fast cars, exciting race action, and 
the roar of high horsepower. 


New race season, same appeal 


Local tracks host large crowds 
that can number in the thousands. 
Here, lower divisional racing takes 
place, but do not let the word 
“lower” mislead you. Local racing is 
just as and sometimes more exciting 
than big-league NASCAR races. 

According to FOX sports TV 
analyst and Executive Editor of 
Speedway Illustrated magazine, 
Dick Berggren, “60 percent of local 
racetracks are dirt,” opposed to 
asphalt. The reason for this is dirt 
tracks make for more exciting rac- 
ing. “People love to watch cars go 
sideways,” says Berggren. On dirt, 
cars are hardly ever going in the 
right direction. 

Seekonk Speedway in Seekonk, 
Mass is not a dirt track, but is, 


according to its website, known as 
one of the most successful asphalt 
short tracks in the country. The wide, 
1/3 mile track allows for three to 
four abreast racing. This side-by- 
side action attracts crowds almost 
every weekend from April to 
October. 

On the other end of the racing 
spectrum is the highly popular world 
of NASCAR. It is known as the 
number one spectator sport in the 
country. The three top racing divi- 
sions, the NASCAR Craftsman 
Truck Series, NASCAR Busch 
Series, and NASCAR Nextel Cup 
Series, attract track side spectators 
numbering from around 50,000 to 
over 200,000. They are televised to 
over 75 million viewers worldwide. 


The super ads: best 
and worst this year 


A review of this years 
super bowl advertis- 
ment show down 


By JON ST. PIERRE 
Contributing Reporter 


The Super bowl is known as the 
biggest advertising event of the year, 
and at $5 Million per minute, com- 
mercials had better hit their mark. 

This year a number of different 
ads caught the viewers attention. 
Familiar companies like Budweiser 
unleashed typical humorous ads, 
while others like Cadillac went for a 
more artistic approach. Every view- 
er has his or her own opinion of each 
ad. 

“T liked the MacGyver One,” 
commented Steve Bartholomew, 


referring to an advertisement for 
MasterCard. “It was classic”. 

This advertisement displayed 
fictional hero MacGyver going 
about his daily business of far 
fetched escapes using only common 
household items that would make 
Rube Goldberg proud. 

According to Sara Abbott, a for- 
mer NECC student, “The Michelob 
Amber touch football commercials 
got everyone in the super bow] party 
hooting and hollering”. 

This year offered more than 
comedy. A touching advertisement 
from Budweiser, titled “Clydesdale 
American Dream,” got high ratings. 
Featuring a baby Clydesdale horse 
proudly pulling a carriage for the 
first time (unknowingly with his par- 
ents help), this commercial received 
a collective “awww” from across the 
nation. 

Other ads resonating highly with 


views were bud lights' “magic 
fridge” and “bear encounter” spots, 
FedEx's “caveman delivery” ad and 
the movie previews. 

Ads targeted towards women 
were strong this year also, including 
Dove's “Campaign for Real Beauty”, 
comprising of young girls and their 
feelings towards their bodies. 

A few commercials received low 
scores including Burger Kings 
“Whopperettes. 

Gillette showed up with the new 
“Fusion” razor in the second half of 
the game, neither of their two com- 
mercials wowing the audience. 

Cadillac spent more time show- 
ing models followed by a short clip 
of the new Escalade's front grille. 
Another GM division, Hummer, dis- 
played a creepy giant monster/robot 
love affair; while effective, it was at 
best: weird. 


Spring Recreation and Intramural Schedule 


February 

15: Polar Bear Club 

16: Indoor Soccer 

17: Cue Club 

21: Floor Hockey 

22: Polar Bear Club 

23: Indoor Soccer 

24: Dominican Celebration 
11-1 p.m. 

26: Ski Trip-Bradford (fee 


required) 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
27: Chess Tournament 
28: Floor Hockey 


March 

1: Polar Bear Club 

3: Robo Pong Tournament 
4: Ski Trip-Nashoba (fee 
required) 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
6: 4 vs. 4 Volleyball 


8: Safe Spring Break 11-1 
p.m. 

10: Free Pool and Popcorn 
20: 4 vs. 4 Volleyball 

21: Floor Hockey 

22: Ping Pong Tournament 
23: March Madness 

24: March Madness 

27: Volleyball 

28: Floor Hockey 

31: 8-Ball Pool 
Tournament 


April 

4: MLB Opening Day 
Party 11-1 p.m. 

7: Kickball League 

10: Ping Pong Tournament 
11: Whiffle ball 

12: Spring Jam (Lawrence 
Campus) 11-1 p.m. 

13: Frisbee golf 


14: Mini-Marathon 

18: Whiffle ball 

19: Spring Jam (Haverhill 
Campus) 11-1 p.m. 

21: Kickball League 

24: Target Golf 

26: Whiffle ball 

27: End of Semester Party 
28: Kickball League 


All events are held from 
12- | p.m. (unless other- 
wise indicated) in the 
Sports and Fitness Center 
on the Haverhill Campus. 
They are free to all 
Northern Essex Students 
with a student ID. For 
more information visit the 
Campus Game Room in 
the lobby of the Sports and 
Fitness Center. 


Fans are attracted to NASCAR 
for a variety of reasons. Some love 
the speed, which averages around 
190 mph, and others favor the crash- 
es. Other contributing factors to its 
appeal are the drivers and the con- 
flict they sometimes encompass. 

There is no doubt that all of 
these elements will be present in the 
upcoming season opener: the 
Daytona 500. It is the Superbowl of 
the racing world, and has seen its 
share of excitement through the 
years. In 1979, the first televised 
Daytona 500 took place. On the last 
lap, Cale Yarborough and Donnie 
Allison were going for the win, but 
collided and crashed. The drivers 
exited their cars, and engaged in a 
fistfight. Allison’s brother, Bobby 


joined the fight, and gave one of the 
sport’s most memorable quotes: “For 
some reason, Cale kept hitting my 
fist repeatedly with his nose.” 
Millions of NASCAR fans were 
born that day. 

Auto racing is a sport that con- 
tinues to grow, and become more 
popular. The 2006 season is assured 
to be another exciting year. As long 
as there are high speeds, action-filled 
racing, and passionate drivers, there 
will be fans watching. 

If you are a local racer, or just a 
race fan, I would love to hear from 
you! Please contact me at 
danielle sieczkowski@student.necc. 
mass.edu and tell me your story. 


Weekly Sports Trivia 


1) Which country hosted the first 
Winter Games, in 1924? 


2) What was the longest hiatus in 
the history of the Winter 


Olympics? 


3) Which two sports made their 
debuts as medal sports at the 
1998 Nagano Games? 


4) The U.S. men’s hockey team 
beat the Soviets in a 1980 game 
known as "the miracle on ice." But 
what team did the Americans beat 
to win the gold medal? (Bonus: 
What famous commentator made 
the now famous “Do you believe 
in miracles?” call following the vic- 
tory over the Soviets.) 


5) How many times has the 
United States hosted the Winter 
Olympics? (Hint: it was held in 


one place twice.) 
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WY, 


Hello! 
| 


Do you like talking on the phone? 


| Could you use some extra $$$$$? 


SIGN UP TODAY! 
For the Spring 2006 NECC Fund Phonathon 


February 14, 15, 16 
February 28, March 1, 2 
March 21, 22, 23 

April 4, 6, 11 


e 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
e Excellent volunteer opportunity for students 
who need community service hours 


e $8.00/hour for students 

e Pick and choose the days that work best for you 
e Training and scripts provided 

e Light dinner (pizza, sandwiches) offered 

e Incentive prizes 

e NECC Haverhill Campus 


CONTACT: Libby Jensen, Director of Alumni & Donor Relations 
Room A301, Bentley Library « 978-556-3621 « alumni@necc.mass.edu 
Proceeds to benefit the NECC Fund 


